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Carrier screening is a type of genetic testing performed on people who display no

symptoms for a genetic disorder but may be at risk for passing it on to their children. A

carrier for a genetic disorder has inherited one normal and one abnormal allele for a gene

associated with the disorder. A child must inherit two abnormal alleles in order for

symptoms to appear. Prospective parents with a family history of a genetic disorders are

candidates for carrier screening.
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