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Insect parasitoids have an immature life stage that develops on or within a single insect
host, ultimately killing the host, hence the value of parasitoids as natural enemies. Adult
parasitoids are free-living and may be predaceous. Parasitoids are often called parasites,
but the term parasitoid is more technically correct. Most beneficial insect parasitoids are
wasps or flies, although some rove beetles (see Predators) and other insects may have
life stages that are

parasitoids. https://biocontrol.entomology.cornell.edu/parasitoids.php
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