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Polistes versicolor (Olivier, 1791) (Hymenoptera: Vespidae).
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This is the most common and popular among the known wasp species. It can also be defined as a species of subtropical

wasp, with characteristics of a social type, member of the genus Polistes Latreille, 1802, the most distributed in South

America. Mainly in southeastern Brazil, it is one of the representatives of the fauna, also known as the “ yellow paper

wasp”, due to its color and the characteristic of building colonies using cellulose. Urban areas appear to be the preferred

habitat of this species and the places where groups of females tend to begin building their colonies, often in abandoned

buildings, buildings under construction, ruins, and wherever they can be properly maintained (Figure 1) [1-5].

Figure 1. Marimbondo-Carijó Polistes versicolor (Olivier, 1791). Sources: Photo 103332953, (c) David Torres and

https://www.biodiversity4all.org/photos/103332953.

Polistes versicolor usually maintains its nests in life cycles of between 3 and 10 months, with a rigid dominance hierarchy,
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in which the other females find themselves dealing with one of the most aggressive queens within this community of

Hymenoptera, with the right to very aggressive attacks. hard. confrontations. , of which, of course, the queen always wins.

Physically, the P. versicolor wasp has a body between black and brownish, with yellow friezes across the thorax and

abdomen, wings that draw attention due to their transparency, in addition to the size of its queen, much larger than other

genera (Figure 2) [6-8].

Figure 2. Ninho (A) e exemplar (B e C) de Polistes versicolor (Olivier, 1791). Source:

https://www.researchgate.net/figure/Nest-A-and-specimen-B-and-C-of-Polistes-versicolor-Olivier-1791_fig31_288630603.

Females, as we know, are responsible for gathering in sufficient numbers to build colonies in this community. Half of the

P. versicolor colonies are the result of this association, while the rest are due to the fundamental initiative of the workers

mainly responsible for maintaining the wasp nests. This construction does not happen in such a hasty and hurried way.

Before construction, the queen will be responsible for recognizing the location of her new home in the company of some

brave warriors. They will analyze the entire location: the proximity of possible predators, the constitution of the trees, or

other structures where they will settle. He will see if there is an abundance of floral species from which he can drink

delicious nectar; as well as remove resins, buds, herbs, wax, and cellulose, among other materials that will be properly

chewed for use in the construction of each compartment of your homes [9-12].
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