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Ribonucleic Acid (RNA)
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Ribonucleic acid (RNA) is a molecule similar to DNA. Unlike DNA, RNA is single-stranded.

An RNA strand has a backbone made of alternating sugar (ribose) and phosphate

groups. Attached to each sugar is one of four bases--adenine (A), uracil (U), cytosine (C),

or guanine (G). Different types of RNA exist in the cell: messenger RNA (mRNA),

ribosomal RNA (rRNA), and transfer RNA (tRNA). More recently, some small RNAs have

been found to be involved in regulating gene expression.

Qeios   ·   Definition, November 26, 2019

Qeios ID: 110568   ·   https://doi.org/10.32388/110568 1/1

https://www.qeios.com/read/definition/1226#reviews
https://www.genome.gov/genetics-glossary/RNA-Ribonucleic-Acid

	Ribonucleic Acid (RNA)
	Source


