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Cancer

National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)

Source
National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI). Cancer.

Cancer is a group of diseases characterized by uncontrolled cell growth. Cancer begins

when a single cell mutates, resulting in a breakdown of the normal regulatory controls

that keep cell division in check. T hese mutations can be inherited, caused by errors in

DNA replication, or result from exposure to harmful chemicals. A cancerous tumor can

spread to other parts of the body and, if left untreated, be fatal.
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