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Adenine

National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)

Source

National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI). Adenine.

Adenine (A) is one of four chemical bases in DNA, with the other three being cytosine (C),
guanine (G), and thymine (T). Within the DNA molecule, adenine bases located on one
strand form chemical bonds with thymine bases on the opposite strand. T he sequence of
four DNA bases encodes the cell's genetic instructions. A form of adenine called
adenosine triphosphate (AT P) serves as an energy storage molecule and is used to

power many chemical reactions within the cell.
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