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Fragile X syndrome is a hereditary disorder affecting mostly males. Symptoms include
mental retardation, distinctive facial features, and poor muscle tone. T he syndrome is
caused by mutations in a gene on the X chromosome. Since males have a single copy of
the X chromosome, they show symptoms if gene on their X chromosome is mutated.
Females have a second, usually normal, copy of the gene on their other X chromosome.

Consequently, they are less likely to show symptoms of the syndrome.
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