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Dear Sir/Madam,

Mithlesh Kumari et al. described the emergence of blaypm.1 @and blay;y among ventilator associated
pneumonia causing gram negative bacterial pathogens. It's an excellent study; the tables, figures,
methods, and results are very well presented. It is most relevant in the current context because many

patients are being subjected to ventilator support due to Covid-19 and are at high risk of developing VAPs.

| observed a minor limitation in the study with regard to PCR screening for carbapenem resistance genes.
The isolates were screened only for three carbapenemase genes despite >58% of them being resistant to
carbapenems. Screening for other MBL genes like blagya (and its multiple variants), blagpc, blagim, blasim,
blaspy, etc. may have given a much better insight into their involvement in the emergence of carbapenem
resistance associated with VAPs. Also, there are various variants of NDM genes that are now prevalent, but
the authors have not mentioned which subtype was screened in the study or if it was a consensus

sequence from all the variants.
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