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Cephalic disorders are congenital conditions that stem from damage to or abnormal

development of the budding nervous system. Most cephalic disorders are caused by a

disturbance that occurs very early in the development of the fetal nervous system.

Damage to the developing nervous system is a major cause of chronic, disabling

disorders, and sometimes death in infants, children, and even adults. Cephalic disorders

may be influenced by hereditary or genetic conditions or by environmental exposures

during pregnancy (e.g., medication taken by the mother, maternal infection, exposure to

radiation). Some cephalic disorders occur when the cranial sutures (the fibrous joints that

connect the bones of the skull) join prematurely. Understanding the normal development

of the human nervous system may lead to a better understanding of cephalic disorders.
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