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Therapeutic Estetrol

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. T herapeutic Estetrol. NC/ Thesaurus. Code C68928.

A synthetic steroid similar or identical to endogenous estetrol, a short-acting estrogen
with both agonistic and antagonistic estrogen receptor activity. Administered orally,
therapeutic estetrol binds to the estrogen receptor and as a selective estrogen receptor
modulator (SERM) exhibits estrogen agonism in certain tissues and estrogen
antagonism in others. Displaying weak estrogen activity in the uterus, estetrol acts as an
estrogen antagonist in breast tissue. Produced solely by the human fetal liver,
endogenous estetrol is the primary estrogen metabolite of estrogen biosynthesis in the

human fetal liver.
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