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Frequently called SNPs (pronounced “snips”), are the most common type of genetic variation among people. Each SNP
represents a difference in a single nucleotide. For example, a SNP may replace the nucleotide cytosine (C) with the
nucleotide thymine (T) in a certain stretch of DNA.SNPs occur normally throughout a person’s DNA. They occur once in
every 300 nucleotides on average, which means there are roughly 10 million SNPs in the human genome. Most
commonly, these variations are found in the DNA between genes. When SNPs occur within a gene or in a regulatory

region near a gene, they may play a more direct role in disease by affecting the gene’s function.
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