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Dear Author,

| have read your draft with great interest. As you mention in the first paragraph, the two “key questions are asked following
a viral outbreak, i.e., when and where the zoonotic or lab-leak event occurred.” While the “when” question is “addressed
by estimating the viral evolutionary rate and dating the most recent common ancestor (MRCA) of representative viral

strains”, the “where” question “is approximated by the location where the earliest viral lineage was sampled.”

I believe your contribution will benefit from explaining why these two questions are so relevant. What are the

consequences, if there are any, of knowing “when” and “where”?

Your contribution is extremely accurate and clear in terms of sample sequences. However, you often use expressions

such as “already frequent” or “low-probability event” when talking about strains.

I wonder if your paper would benefit from an explicit quantitative estimate/evaluation of such frequencies and probabilities.

Which is your journal target? Do you have in mind a scientific journal of a policy journal? | believe it would be useful to
explain why discussing the controversies arising from the set of early SARS-CoV2 sequences so important. And,

especially who cares? Policy makers? Doctors?

For both recipient (either policy makers or doctors) it would be important to clarify the policy implications of your question

(where?) and the consequences of a “different” where.

Reviewer
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