
Ope n Pe e r Re v ie w on Qe iosOpe n Pe e r Re v ie w on Qe ios

Immunohistochemistry Staining Method

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Immunohistochemistry Staining Method. NCI T hesaurus. Code

C23020.

Immunohistochemical staining techniques allow for the visualization of antigens via the

sequential application of a specific antibody to the antigen (primary antibody), a

secondary antibody to the primary antibody and an enzyme complex with a chromogenic

substrate. T he enzymatic activation of the chromogen results in a visible reaction

product at the antigen site. T he specimen may then be counterstained and coverslipped.

Results are interpreted using a light microscope and aid in the differential diagnosis of

pathophysiological processes, which may or may not be associated with a particular

antigen.
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