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Autism

National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)

Source

National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI). Autism.

Autism is a developmental brain disorder characterized by impaired social interactions,
communication problems, and repetitive behaviors. Symptoms usually appear before the
age of three. T he exact cause of autism is not known, however, it is likely influenced by
genetics. Autism is one of a group of related developmental disorders called autism

spectrum disorders (ASDs). Other ASDs include Asperger syndrome and Rett syndrome.
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