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Retrovirus
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National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI). Retrovirus.

 

A retrovirus is a virus that uses RNA as its genetic material. When a retrovirus infects a

cell, it makes a DNA copy of its genome that is inserted into the DNA of the host cell.

T here are a variety of different retroviruses that cause human diseases such as some

forms of cancer and AIDS.
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