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The abstract explores the historical residences of Bén Tre city, which trace back to the French colonial era in the latter
half of the 19th century, emphasizing their distinctive attributes within a context rich in both tangible and intangible
elements. The authors aim to promote technical approaches for preserving the architectural heritage, expanding their

focus to encompass sustainable building practices, and ensuring the long-term survival of historical edifices.

Section 1 introduces the notion of urban heritage, originating in the 1930s through the work of ltalian architect G.
Giovannoni. In Bén Tre city, the authors conducted surveys of 10 ancient houses dating back to the pre-1920 colonial
French period. These houses embody a fusion of material and spiritual worth, weaving a tapestry of cultural narratives
rooted in antiquity. Notably, the residence of Colonel Pham Ngoc Thao emerges as a pinnacle of artistic expression,
frequently serving as a symbol for both domestic and foreign administrations. Designated as a National Historic Site in
2015, it stands as a testament to the city’s rich historical tapestry (source: https:/thamhiemmekong.com/thong-tin-du-lich-

mien-tay/ba%CC%890-tang-ben-tre-noi-luu-giu-ky-uc-va-ve-dep-van-hoa-cua-xu-dua.html). Collaborative studies

conducted by Vietnamese and English teams in Bén Tre city are also acknowledged, spotlighting life narratives that

underscore a collective commitment to preserving cultural identity and environmental stewardship.

The intrinsic value of these ancient houses is intricately intertwined with geological, geomorphological, and spiritual
dimensions. However, the impending demolition of one of these structures (as discussed in Section 2) to make way for
new construction projects poses a significant threat. lllustrated by the authors, one such house—a charming villa that once
served as the headquarters of the Bén Tre Provincial Farmers’ Association—exudes a blend of Asian and European
architectural influences, boasting ornate painted ceilings, embellished windows, and intricate woodwork patterns. The
history of its previous occupants reflects the villa’s cultural significance during its zenith. Today, preservationists,

residents, and architects alike advocate against the proposed demolition of this and other historic structures in Bén Tre

city.

Section 3 delves into legislative measures concerning the preservation and promotion of invaluable historical heritage,
particularly focusing on the Bén Tre Ancient Houses. Emphasizing the imperative to Connect, Conserve, and Promote the
Heritage Values of these houses through tourism, it underscores the necessity of incorporating the perspectives of the

residential community and other stakeholders vested in preserving cultural heritage. The discussion highlights the
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relevance of the 2019 Law on Architecture, cautioning against alterations that disrupt the architectural harmony of public

and private spaces.

In subsection 3.2, titled “From experts on public opinion: The French...,” the authors stress the significance of
safeguarding Viethamese cultural relics and advocate for collaboration between state agencies engaged in new
construction projects and heritage preservation experts. Specific recommendations include integrating ancient houses into
parks and surrounding areas and repurposing them for tourist services or high-quality homestays. The economic value of
indigenous cultural resources is underscored, along with the unique architectural style of Indochina, which presents
challenges for replication in new construction projects. Addressing concerns such as soil fragility, the authors propose
solutions such as restoring drainage systems to mitigate the motivations for demolition while preserving the original

aesthetic and ensuring structural safety.

Section 4, the Discussion, revisits the benefits of revitalizing the architectural and cultural significance of Bén Tre's
ancient houses. Finally, in Section 5, the Conclusion asserts that lessons gleaned from these ancient houses can
stimulate tourism and environmental revitalization for future generations. It emphasizes the importance of maintaining a
continuous connection between the past and future, preserving the invaluable contributions of these buildings and the

stories they encapsulate.
Recommendations for authors:

The authors could suggest actively engaging the local community and raising public awareness about the historical
significance of Bén Tre’s ancient houses. Encouraging community involvement in preservation efforts can foster a sense

of ownership and pride, further strengthening the commitment to conservation.

| recommend exploring adaptive reuse strategies for repurposing ancient houses to meet contemporary needs while
preserving their historical integrity. This approach can ensure the continued relevance and viability of these structures in

the face of evolving societal demands.

These recommendations can enhance the comprehensiveness of the study and provide actionable insights for preserving

Bén Tre’s architectural heritage.
References for the review.

[1] Bartoletti, R., Faccioli, F. Public Engagement, Local Policies, and Citizens’ Participation: An Italian Case Study of Civic

Collaboration. Social Media + Society, 2(3), (2016). https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305116662187

[2] Cimadomo, G. Community participation for heritage conservation, pp. 88-95. In Verdelli, L.,Martin, D., Mironowicz,
I. Sustainability In Heritage Protected Areas Aesop — Association of European Schools of Planning & Wroclaw University

of Technology, 2015, ISBN: 978-83-7493-892-1.

[3] Foroughi, M., de Andrade, B., Pereira Roders, A., Wang, T. Public participation and consensus-building in urban

planning from the lens of heritage planning: A systematic literature review, Cities, Volume 135, 104235, ISSN 0264-2751,

Qeios ID: 4X6B1A - https://doi.org/10.32388/4X6B1A 2/3


https://doi.org/10.1177/2056305116662187

Q Qeios, CC-BY 4.0 - Review, April 16, 2024

(2023). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2023.104235

[4] Han, Y., Lin, Z., Peng, H., Chen, J., Peng, D. Public Participation in Architectural Heritage Conservation—The Case of
Wooden Arch Corridor Bridge “Qiansheng Bridge”, Sustainability 16, no. 4: 1581,

(2024). https://doi.org/10.3390/su16041581

[5] Hoeven, A.V. Valuing Urban Heritage Through Participatory Heritage Websites: Citizen Perceptions of Historic Urban
Landscapes, Space and Culture, 23, 129-148, (2020). doi: 10.1177/1206331218797038.

[6] Li, J., Krishnamurthy, S., Pereira Roders, A., van Wesemael, P. Community participation in cultural heritage

management: A systematic literature review comparing Chinese and international practices, Cities, Volume 96, 102476,

ISSN 0264-2751, (2020). https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2019.102476

Qeios ID: 4X6B1A - https://doi.org/10.32388/4X6B1A 3/3


https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2023.104235
https://doi.org/10.3390/su16041581
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cities.2019.102476

	Review of: "Ancient Houses in Ben Tre City: A Multifaceted Approach to Preserve Artistic Architectural Heritage and Boost Local Tourism"

