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An OAM]J is an open-access, online-only, peer-reviewed publication that is normally funded
through pre-publication article processing charges (APCs). T his is, of course, no different
from many other open-access (OA) journals, but OAMJs have two further characteristics
that differentiate them from conventional OA publications. Firstly, they cover very broadly
defined subject domains, as against the highly specific focus that characterises a typical
academic journal, whether OA or non-OA. Related to this is the scale of their operations,
with some (but by no means all) OAMJs publishing far greater numbers of articles each
year than would appear in a conventional journal. Secondly, they adopt a different
approach to peer review, eschewing traditional approaches to selection on grounds of
novelty and/or significance and instead publishing all submissions that the reviewers
agree are technically sound. In this respect, an OAM] can be regarded as a distribution

mechanism rather than having the gatekeeper role associated with top-tier journals.
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