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Abstract

Rationale: This study critically examines Nigeria's journey towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) since their
inception. Nigeria, a United Nations member state and a major oil producer, faces challenges like socio-economic disparities,
political instability, corruption, and prevalent poverty, despite its cultural richness and natural resources. Objectives: The
primary aim is to evaluate Nigeria's alignment with the SDGs within its national development frameworks, highlighting the
significance of these goals in addressing the country's multifaceted developmental challenges. These challenges span
various sectors including poverty, health, education, and environmental sustainability. Methods: The study conducts a
detailed analysis of Nigeria's background, including its cultural diversity and developmental hurdles. It reviews national
policies and initiatives, notably the Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (ERGP), and the role of the Ministry of Budget and
National Planning in coordinating SDG efforts. Results: Findings suggest partial progress in SDG integration within Nigeria’s
development plans. While some strides have been made in areas like policy alignment and strategic planning, challenges
persist in effective implementation and tackling systemic issues like inequality and corruption. Conclusion: The analysis
reveals that, while Nigeria has made efforts to incorporate the SDGs into national policies, significant gaps remain in
addressing key challenges. The complexity of Nigeria's socio-economic and political landscape presents both hurdles and
opportunities for sustainable development. Recommendations: The study advocates for more robust policy implementation,
enhanced stakeholder engagement, and targeted strategies to overcome specific challenges. By addressing these areas,
Nigeria can accelerate its progress towards the SDGs, paving the way for comprehensive and sustainable national

development.
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1. Introduction

In 2015, the United Nations Member States, in a unanimous decision, adopted the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
This pivotal step marked a global commitment to tackle the most pressing challenges confronting nations worldwide. These
challenges span a broad spectrum, encompassing social, economic, and environmental issues. Crucially, the SDGs are not just
an extension but a significant enhancement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which were established in 2000 and
concluded in 2015 [I2IBI4IBIGIZIBIONT01 . As the most populous country in Africa and a pivotal member of the United Nations,
Nigeria holds a crucial position in the successful implementation of the SDGs, particularly in the West African region. This
nation, renowned for its rich cultural tapestry and abundant natural resources, faces a paradox. Despite its status as a major oil
producer, Nigeria grapples with profound socio-economic disparities, political instability, corruption, and pervasive

poverty [1I2I111[12] ' Recognizing the SDGs' comprehensive nature, Nigeria has embarked on a journey to align its national
development plans with these global goals. The SDGs provide a multifaceted framework that encompasses a wide array of
objectives. These include poverty eradication, hunger elimination, promotion of health and well-being, ensuring quality
education, achieving gender equality, and providing clean water and sanitation. The goals also focus on affordable and clean
energy, economic growth, industrial innovation, reduction of inequalities, development of sustainable cities, responsible
consumption, climate action, and preservation of terrestrial and aquatic life. In essence, these goals strive to foster peace,

justice, robust institutions, and global partnerships ['SIl14I[15I16I71018I[19][20][21](22]

In its commitment to the SDGs, Nigeria has demonstrated strategic foresight by developing the National Economic Recovery
and Growth Plan (ERGP). This plan resonates with the SDGs' ethos, outlining key strategies for achieving sustainable and

inclusive growth. Furthermore, the establishment of the Ministry of Budget and National Planning symbolizes Nigeria's
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dedication to overseeing the SDGs' implementation and coordination at a national level [' '], Analyzing Nigeria's progression
towards these ambitious goals is not just critical but indispensable. It offers a lens to evaluate the effectiveness of existing
policies and programs, pinpoint areas of success, and importantly, understand and address existing challenges. Such a
comprehensive analysis will not only shed light on Nigeria's current achievements and gaps but also unveil potential
opportunities for the nation's sustainable development journey ['*l. Thus, this article aims to provide a thorough analysis of
Nigeria's journey towards the SDGs since their inception. By dissecting and understanding the nuances of Nigeria's approach,
this analysis hopes to contribute valuable insights into the country's ongoing efforts and potential pathways towards realizing
these pivotal global objectives in the following areas namely: education, gender equality, and water and sanitation, emphasizing

the importance of concerted efforts, strategic investments, and policy interventions in these critical areas.

2. Goal 1: No Poverty

According to recent data from the World Bank, Nigeria's efforts in diminishing poverty rates since embracing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) have been modest at best. The statistics paint a stark picture: in 2015, the year the SDGs were
adopted, 40.1% of Nigeria's population was living below the national poverty line ['2]. Four years later, in 2019, this percentage
remained unchanged, underscoring the persisting challenge of poverty in the country. Despite these discouraging figures, the
Nigerian government has not been passive. Various poverty alleviation programs have been initiated, aiming to mitigate the
severity of poverty and improve living conditions. These programs signify the government's commitment to tackling this
pervasive issue, albeit with limited success so far [12] At the heart of the SDGs, Goal 1 stands out with its ambitious aim: to
completely eradicate poverty in all its forms and dimensions. This goal aligns directly with Nigeria's pressing need to address its
poverty crisis. To provide a clearer understanding of Nigeria's journey towards this goal, Table 1 is presented below. This table
offers a detailed analysis, shedding light on three critical aspects: the current status of poverty in Nigeria, the specific efforts
undertaken by the government in response to this challenge, and the various obstacles that have hindered progress in
alleviating poverty across the nation. By delving into these aspects, Table 1 not only highlights the strides made but also
emphasizes the gaps and challenges that remain. This in-depth examination serves as a vital tool for policymakers,
stakeholders, and researchers in understanding the complexities of poverty in Nigeria, evaluating the effectiveness of current
strategies, and identifying areas that require more focused interventions. In summary, while Nigeria's journey towards achieving
SDG Goal 1 has been fraught with challenges, the government's ongoing efforts and the comprehensive analysis provided in
Table 1 underscore a continued commitment to this critical goal. Understanding and addressing the multifaceted nature of

poverty in Nigeria is essential for making meaningful progress towards a more equitable and prosperous future for all its citizens.

Table 1. Goals Indicators and Targets
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Derived
Baseline 2030
S/N SDGs Indicators € " 2020)
2005 Target
Benchmark
1 Proportion of the Population below the international poverty lines, disaggregated by sex, age group, employment status & 62.6 418 0
" geographical location (Urban/Rural) ’ ’
28 Proportion of the population living below the national poverty line, disaggregated by sex and age 62.6 41.8 0
&L Proportion of men, women & Children of all ages living in poverty in all its dimensions according to the national definitions 422 35.2 211
4.  Proportion of the population living in households with access to basic services (Improved sanitation) 60.3 73;6 100
5.  Proportion of the population living in households with access to basic services (Improved water sources) 69.6 79.7 100
6 Number of deaths, missing people, injured, relocated or evacuated due to disaster per 100, 000 people. This indicators is 5.07 261 0

classified into three parts, namely: 1) Deaths, 2) Missing people 3) Affected by way of injury, relocation or evacuation

Adapted from National Bureau of Statistics NBS!?°!

Current Situation

According to comprehensive data and analysis from the World Bank, Nigeria's progress in reducing poverty rates since
embracing the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) has been notably limited, as evidenced by various studies and

reports [121[241251[26] \When the SDGs were adopted in 2015, a pivotal year marked by global commitments to reduce poverty
and inequality, Nigeria's national poverty rate was alarmingly high. Approximately 40.1% of the population, nearly half of all
Nigerians, were living below the national poverty line (see figure 1a & b below). Using the 2022 National Multidimensional
Poverty Index (MPI) report to evaluate poverty across health, education, living standards, and work and shocks reveals that 63%
of Nigeria's population resides in poverty. This alarming statistic implies that a substantial 6 out of every 10 Nigerians
experience multidimensional poverty, highlighting a significant distance from attaining Goal 1 of the SDGs. This statistic was a
stark indicator of the widespread economic challenges and disparities faced by a significant portion of the country's population.
Despite ongoing efforts and initiatives aimed at poverty reduction, the situation remained largely unchanged as of 2019. The
poverty rate, steadfast at 40.1%, highlighted a concerning stagnation in economic improvement for the most vulnerable
segments of Nigerian society. This stagnation is particularly noteworthy given the period's global and national emphasis on

poverty reduction as a key objective of the SDGs.

The persistence of this high poverty rate raises several critical questions about the effectiveness of the strategies employed by
Nigeria in addressing this issue. It underscores the complexity of poverty in Nigeria, which is exacerbated by factors such as
regional disparities, economic volatility, and socio-political challenges. These factors contribute to the difficulty in significantly
reducing poverty levels, despite the country's abundant natural resources and potential for economic growth. Moreover, this
unchanging poverty statistic reflects broader systemic issues within the country, including income inequality, lack of access to
quality education and healthcare, and insufficient social safety nets. These challenges are compounded by external factors such

as fluctuating oil prices and global economic trends, which have a direct impact on Nigeria's economy [241[251[26],

In light of these findings, it becomes clear that tackling poverty in Nigeria requires a multi-faceted approach. This approach
should not only focus on immediate economic relief but also on long-term sustainable development strategies that address the
root causes of poverty. Efforts need to be intensified in areas such as education, healthcare, infrastructure development, and
economic diversification to create a more inclusive and equitable society. In conclusion, while Nigeria's commitment to the SDGs

represents a positive step towards addressing poverty, the unchanging poverty rates indicate a need for a more effective and
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holistic approach. By addressing the underlying causes and implementing comprehensive strategies, Nigeria can make

significant strides towards reducing poverty and achieving the broader goals set forth in the SDGs.

(a) (b)

People living below $1.90 & $3.20 a day in Nigeria (%) Poverty Rate Trend in Nigeria 2023
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Figure 1. (a, b) People living below $1.90 & 3.20 a day in Nigeria as well as poverty rate trends in Nigeria.
Source: Adapted and modified from World bank (12{27], Dataphyte (28]

Efforts by the Nigerian Government

In a proactive response to the dire poverty situation, the Nigerian government has launched several initiatives under the
umbrella of poverty alleviation programs, designed to ameliorate the living conditions of its citizens. A key component of these
efforts is the National Social Investment Program (NSIP), which has been formulated with multiple facets, each targeting
different aspects of poverty and striving for greater social inclusion [12124125]126] One critical element of the NSIP is the
Conditional Cash Transfer program. This initiative directly targets vulnerable households, providing them with cash transfers
intended to ease their immediate financial burdens. The overarching objective of this program is twofold: firstly, to offer a lifeline
to those in dire economic straits, and secondly, to establish a foundation for long-term social protection for society's most at-risk
individuals ['?1. Another significant arm of the NSIP is the National Home-Grown School Feeding program. This innovative
program is not just about combating poverty; it also addresses malnutrition by offering free meals to primary school children.
The dual focus of this initiative is strategic — while alleviating immediate hunger, it simultaneously seeks to enhance educational
outcomes for children from low-income families. By doing so, the program aims to create a virtuous cycle where improved

nutrition leads to better educational performance, which in turn can be a key factor in breaking the cycle of poverty ['2].
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However, despite the well-intended design and objectives of these programs, their implementation has faced significant
challenges. Reports and critiques have pointed out that the National Home-Grown School Feeding program, in particular, has
not lived up to its expectations. Far from achieving its goals of poverty alleviation and nutritional support, the program has been
mired in issues of inefficiency and mismanagement. There have been indications that the resources allocated for this noble
cause have been diverted, with the implementers of the program allegedly redirecting the funds and resources for personal
gain, rather than for the benefit of the intended recipients. This misdirection of resources and efforts highlights a crucial gap in
the execution of these well-meaning programs. It underscores the need for stringent oversight, transparency, and accountability
in the administration of government-led initiatives. The effectiveness of poverty alleviation programs is not just in their design
but in their delivery. Ensuring that these programs reach their intended beneficiaries without diversion or dilution is essential for
making a tangible impact on poverty and social inequality in Nigeria. In summary, while the Nigerian government has
recognized the importance of addressing poverty through initiatives like the NSIP, the challenges in implementation, particularly
in ensuring effective delivery and preventing misappropriation of funds, remain significant barriers. Addressing these issues is
crucial for the success of these programs and for making meaningful strides towards poverty reduction and social inclusion in

Nigeria.

Challenges and Constraints

Despite the Nigerian government's concerted efforts towards poverty reduction, the journey towards achieving Goal 1 of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) - the eradication of poverty - is fraught with substantial challenges and constraints.
These impediments significantly hinder the country's progress and necessitate a closer examination. A primary challenge lies in
Nigeria's demographic dynamics. The country is experiencing one of the highest population growth rates globally. This rapid
increase in population size is outstripping the pace of poverty reduction efforts. Consequently, even if poverty rates were to
stabilize, the absolute number of individuals living in poverty is projected to rise continuously. This demographic pressure
underscores the urgency for more effective poverty alleviation strategies that can keep pace with, or ideally surpass, population
growth rates [121[241251[26] Moreover, the issue of poverty in Nigeria is exacerbated by the stark inequality in the distribution of
resources and opportunities. This disparity is particularly pronounced when comparing urban and rural areas. In rural regions,
poverty is more acute due to limited access to essential services such as quality education, healthcare, and viable employment
opportunities. The rural population, therefore, remains disproportionately affected by poverty, trapped in a cycle where lack of

resources perpetuates further deprivation [121[241(25][26],

Additionally, the efficiency and impact of poverty alleviation programs are often compromised by a host of operational
challenges. Limited funding is a significant hurdle, constraining the scale and reach of these initiatives. Inefficient
implementation mechanisms further dilute their effectiveness, leading to suboptimal outcomes. Moreover, pervasive issues of
corruption within the system can divert resources meant for poverty alleviation, severely undermining the objectives of these
programs. These systemic flaws in program delivery and resource management are critical roadblocks in the path towards
achieving Goal 1 [121[241251[26] The persistence of a high national poverty rate, despite various governmental initiatives, paints a
sobering picture of the current state of affairs. The challenges of rapid population growth, unequal resource distribution, and
implementation inefficiencies present complex, interconnected hurdles. To make substantial progress in reducing poverty and

achieving sustainable development, Nigeria must address these challenges holistically. This requires not only the refinement of
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existing strategies but also the innovation of new approaches that are scalable, sustainable, and resilient to the diverse socio-
economic landscape of the country. In essence, the task ahead for Nigeria is not only to intensify its efforts in poverty reduction
but also to reimagine and restructure these efforts to be more inclusive, efficient, and impactful. By doing so, Nigeria can hope
to make significant strides towards eradicating poverty and moving closer to realizing the ambitious vision set forth by the

SDGs.

3. Goal 2: Zero Hunger

Nigeria's standing on the global hunger index is labeled as 'serious,' as indicated by the latest data from the 2022 Global Hunger
Index annual report. In 2022, Nigeria was ranked 103rd out of 121 countries, and in the 2023 global hunger index, it has further
slipped to 109th out of 125 countries with sufficient data. The 2023 Global Hunger Index records a score of 28.3 (refer to figure
2 below). Notably, Nigeria has witnessed a continuous increase in undernourishment prevalence since 2015, with recent years
displaying a performance even worse than that of 2001. The report highlights a 'serious' hunger level for the country, scoring
27.3 on the global hunger index, measured on a 100-point scale. The metrics employed in the global hunger index encompass
undernourishment, child wasting, child stunting, and child mortality, revealing the multifaceted nature of the issue. Thus, Nigeria
faces significant hurdles in achieving Sustainable Development Goal 2, which aims to eliminate hunger. Despite a slight
reduction in undernourishment, dropping from 21.1% in 2013 to 20.8% in 2018, the overall situation remains deeply worrisome.
The prevalence of undernourishment, despite its slight decline, underscores the persistent issue of food insecurity in the

country [29]. Several factors contribute to this ongoing challenge. Poor agricultural practices are a significant impediment,
hindering efficient food production and sustainable farming. Additionally, the impact of climate change has become increasingly
pronounced, affecting crop yields, disrupting weather patterns, and exacerbating the vulnerabilities of the agricultural sector.
Compounding these issues is Nigeria's high population growth rate, which continuously escalates the demand for food, putting
additional pressure on already strained food supply systems [22I[301[311[32][33][34][35][36][37][38][39][401[41][42][43] Goal 2 of the SDGs
ambitiously aims not only to eradicate hunger but to ensure universal access to safe, nutritious, and sufficient food all year
round. Achieving this goal requires a multifaceted approach, addressing the root causes of food insecurity and implementing
sustainable solutions. In this context, Table 2 provides a critical analysis of Nigeria's challenges in achieving zero hunger. The
table presents an in-depth examination of the current state of food security in Nigeria, identifying key contributing factors to the
country's food insecurity, and evaluating the initiatives undertaken to mitigate these issues. This analysis includes an exploration
of Nigeria's agricultural policies and practices, assessing how they align with the demands of a growing population and the
challenges posed by climate change. It also examines the government's strategies for boosting agricultural productivity and

ensuring food availability, especially in regions most affected by hunger and malnutrition.

Furthermore, the table delves into the effectiveness of national and local initiatives aimed at addressing food insecurity. It
evaluates the impact of these programs in terms of improving food access, enhancing nutritional quality, and building resilience
in food systems. It also considers the role of international aid and partnerships in supporting Nigeria's efforts to achieve zero
hunger. In expanding upon these points, the table underscores the complexity of the issue and highlights the need for integrated
solutions that are tailored to Nigeria's unique socio-economic and environmental context. Only through a coordinated approach
that addresses both immediate needs and long-term sustainability can Nigeria hope to make significant progress towards the

ambitious goal of zero hunger. In conclusion, while the slight decrease in undernourishment indicates some progress, the path
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towards achieving zero hunger in Nigeria is fraught with challenges. Addressing these effectively requires comprehensive

strategies that encompass improvements in agricultural practices, adaptation to climate change, population management, and

enhancement of food distribution and accessibility. By tackling these issues holistically, Nigeria can move closer to ensuring that

all its citizens have access to the safe, nutritious, and sufficient food necessary for a healthy life.

Table 2. Goal 2 Indicators and Projected Targets

S/N Indicators

1. Prevalence of Under nourishment

Prevalence of moderate or severe food insecurity in the population based on the food insecurity experience scale

(FIES)

5.  Volume of production per labour. Unit by classes of farming/pastoral/forestry enterprises size.

6. Percentage of agricultural areas under sustainable agricultural practices

Adapted from Nigerian Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Qeios ID: 8O5QEG

https://doi.org/10.32388/805QEG

Prevalence of stunting (height for <- 2 standard deviation from the median of the world Health Organisation (WHO)
Child Growth Standards among children under 5 years of age.

Prevalence of malnutrition (weight for height >+ 2 or <- 2 standard deviation from the median of the WHO Child Growth
Standards) among children under 5, disaggregated by type (wasting & over weight)

[44]

Baseline
2015 (%)

255

26.4

37.4

16.4

Derived ERGP
Target 2020

17

17.6

18.7

10.9

33.3

711

SDG
2030
Target

100

100
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Figure 2. Nigeria Poverty Index
Source: Adapted and Modified from World Bank 2271 Global Hunger Index 4°!

Current Situation

Nigeria's journey towards the critical goal of zero hunger, a cornerstone of the Sustainable Development Goals, is marked by
significant obstacles. The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) reports that as of 2018, the prevalence of undernourishment
in Nigeria stood at 20.8%, a figure that, while representing a marginal improvement from the 21.1% recorded in 2013,
underscores the persistent issue of food insecurity in the nation [?°!. This modest reduction in undernourishment levels, though
indicative of some progress, highlights the ongoing struggle many Nigerians face in accessing adequate nutrition. The challenge
of achieving zero hunger in Nigeria is multifaceted. The country's large and rapidly growing population intensifies the demand for
food, placing immense pressure on the existing food supply systems. This situation is further complicated by a range of
structural and environmental factors. Inadequate agricultural practices, often characterized by low productivity and sustainability
issues, impede the capacity to meet the escalating food demands. Moreover, the effects of climate change including erratic
rainfall patterns, extreme weather events, and environmental degradation exacerbate the vulnerability of agricultural production,

a key source of food supply in the country [29[301[31]132]

Despite these challenges, the slight decrease in undernourishment rates does signal some positive developments. It suggests
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that interventions and policies aimed at improving food security may be having an impact, albeit limited. However, the
persistence of high undernourishment rates indicates that these efforts need to be significantly amplified and refined.
Addressing food insecurity in Nigeria requires a comprehensive approach that goes beyond merely increasing food production.
It necessitates the implementation of strategies that ensure the equitable distribution of food, improve the resilience of
agricultural systems to environmental changes, and enhance access to nutritious food for all, particularly for the most vulnerable
segments of the population [331[341351[361[371[38][39][40]141]142][43] ' Efforts must also focus on improving rural infrastructure,
enhancing agricultural technology, and providing support to farmers to boost productivity and sustainability. In conclusion, while
Nigeria has made some strides in reducing undernourishment, the journey towards achieving zero hunger is still fraught with
challenges. A concerted effort from the government, in collaboration with international organizations, local communities, and the
private sector, is essential to overcome these obstacles. By adopting a holistic and multi-pronged approach, Nigeria can move
closer to ensuring that all its citizens have reliable access to sufficient and nutritious food, ultimately achieving the goal of zero

hunger.

Factors Contributing to Food Insecurity

Food insecurity in Nigeria, a critical challenge impeding the country's progress towards zero hunger, can be attributed to a
constellation of interrelated factors. These factors not only impinge on the availability and accessibility of food but also on the

resilience of the population in the face of fluctuating food supplies.

Inadequate Agricultural Practices

At the forefront of these issues are suboptimal agricultural practices. Nigerian farmers often grapple with limited access to
modern farming techniques, quality seeds, fertilizers, and efficient irrigation systems, all of which are pivotal for enhancing
agricultural productivity. This gap in resources and technology significantly limits the country's agricultural output, making it
challenging to produce sufficient food to meet the growing needs of its population. Additionally, the lack of adequate
infrastructure, such as effective storage facilities and reliable transportation networks, exacerbates this problem. These

deficiencies lead to considerable post-harvest losses, further reducing the overall availability of food and contributing to
persistent food insecurity [291[3011311[32]33][34](35][36][37][38][39][40][41][42][43],

Impact of Climate Change

Compounding these agricultural challenges is the looming threat of climate change, which presents a profound risk to food
security in Nigeria. Erratic rainfall patterns, prolonged droughts, and rising temperatures directly impact crop production and
livestock rearing. These climatic changes are particularly detrimental to smallholder farmers, who constitute a significant portion
of Nigeria's agricultural sector. Predominantly dependent on rain-fed agriculture and with limited capacity to adapt, these
farmers find themselves exceedingly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change. This vulnerability not only undermines

their livelihoods but also jeopardizes the nation's food supply (2.

Rapid Population Growth

Another critical factor exacerbating Nigeria's food insecurity is the country's rapid population growth. With one of the highest
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population growth rates globally, Nigeria faces increasing pressure on its agricultural systems. As the population expands, so
does the demand for food, intensifying the challenges of feeding a burgeoning populace. This demographic trend amplifies the

strain on already constrained food resources, making the attainment of zero hunger an even more daunting task [2°1.

Addressing the Challenges

To effectively combat these issues, a multi-faceted approach is needed. Enhancing agricultural practices through the
introduction of modern farming technologies, improved seed varieties, and efficient irrigation systems can significantly increase
productivity. Developing robust infrastructure for storage and transportation is also crucial to minimize post-harvest losses and
ensure the steady supply of food. In addition, adopting climate-smart agricultural practices is essential to build resilience against
the impacts of climate change, particularly for smallholder farmers. Furthermore, addressing the rapid population growth through
effective policy interventions can help to balance the demand and supply dynamics of food in Nigeria. This involves not only
promoting sustainable agricultural practices but also ensuring equitable access to food, particularly for the most vulnerable
segments of the population. In summary, tackling food insecurity in Nigeria requires a comprehensive strategy that addresses
the root causes of the problem. By focusing on improving agricultural productivity, adapting to climate change, and managing
population growth, Nigeria can make significant strides towards achieving zero hunger, ensuring that all its citizens have access

to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food.

Initiatives to Address Food Insecurity

In response to the pressing challenge of food insecurity, the Nigerian government has launched a series of targeted initiatives

aimed at enhancing agricultural productivity and ensuring widespread access to nutritious food for its population.

Agricultural Transformation Agenda (ATA)

A cornerstone of these efforts is the Agricultural Transformation Agenda (ATA), an ambitious program designed to modernize
and revitalize Nigeria's agricultural sector. The ATA's primary objective is to significantly boost food production, a move seen as
crucial in mitigating food scarcity. To achieve this, the government has channeled substantial investments into several key
areas. Firstly, research and development have been prioritized, recognizing the vital role of innovative agricultural techniques
and technologies in increasing crop yields and improving food quality. By fostering a robust R&D ecosystem, the ATA seeks to
introduce more efficient farming practices and resilient crop varieties, tailored to Nigeria's diverse climatic zones. Secondly,
enhancing infrastructure related to agriculture is another focal point. This encompasses the development of better storage
facilities to reduce post-harvest losses, improvement of transportation networks for efficient food distribution, and the
establishment of irrigation systems to mitigate the impacts of erratic rainfall and droughts. These infrastructure upgrades are
crucial for ensuring a consistent and stable food supply. Finally, capacity building is a critical component of the ATA. This
involves providing farmers with the necessary training and resources to adopt modern farming techniques, thereby increasing
their productivity and resilience. The government's efforts here include initiatives to improve farmers' knowledge of sustainable

farming practices, access to quality seeds and fertilizers, and use of efficient irrigation and soil management techniques [2°1.

National Food Security Program (NFSP)
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In parallel, the National Food Security Program (NFSP) focuses specifically on enhancing food availability and accessibility,
particularly for vulnerable segments of the population. The NFSP encompasses a range of interventions designed to directly
support farmers and strengthen the overall food system. This includes the provision of subsidized fertilizers and high-yield seed
varieties to farmers, aiming to enhance crop productivity and thereby increase food availability. The program also promotes
sustainable agricultural practices such as agroforestry and efficient land management, which are vital for preserving the
environment and ensuring long-term agricultural productivity. Additionally, the NFSP places a strong emphasis on empowering
small-scale farmers, who are pivotal in the country's food supply chain. This empowerment is facilitated through various means,
such as providing training in modern farming techniques, access to credit facilities, and support in forming cooperatives. Such
measures aim to bolster the capacity of these farmers, enabling them to contribute more effectively to food security in

Nigeria [2°].

International Collaborations and Assistance

Furthermore, recognizing the importance of collaboration in addressing such a complex issue, the Nigerian government has
sought partnerships with international organizations and development partners. A notable example is the collaboration with the
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP). The WFP has played an instrumental role in providing emergency food
assistance in areas affected by conflict and displacement, which are particularly susceptible to food insecurity. Additionally,
WEFP's involvement extends to implementing nutrition programs aimed at the most vulnerable populations, thereby contributing
to the broader goal of achieving food security in Nigeria [?°!, In summary, through initiatives like the ATA and NFSP,
complemented by international partnerships, Nigeria is making concerted efforts to combat food insecurity. These initiatives
represent a multifaceted approach, addressing various aspects of the food system from production to distribution, and from
capacity building to emergency assistance. The success of these efforts is crucial for Nigeria's journey towards ensuring food

security for all its citizens, in alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals.

Challenges and Constraints

While Nigeria has initiated a number of strategies to combat hunger, the nation continues to face formidable challenges in
achieving Goal 2 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the goal of achieving zero hunger. These challenges,

stemming from a variety of factors, significantly impede the progress towards ensuring food security for all its citizens.

Inadequate Funding and Limited Access to Credit

A major impediment is the inadequacy of funding allocated for agricultural development. This financial constraint severely limits
the government's capacity to implement effective agricultural programs and to invest in advanced technologies that could
substantially enhance productivity. In addition to government funding issues, a significant obstacle for smallholder farmers, who
are vital to the nation's food production, is the lack of access to credit and financial services. This lack of financial support
hinders these farmers' abilities to invest in essential inputs like quality seeds and fertilizers, and to adopt modern agricultural

techniques, all of which are necessary to improve their yields and contribute to the overall food
security [291301[31](32][33][34][35][36](37](38][39][40[41][42][43]

Security Challenges and Agricultural Disruptions
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Furthermore, security concerns, especially in regions affected by conflict, pose a severe challenge to achieving food security. In
these areas, agricultural activities are frequently hampered, disrupting both food production and distribution systems. The
resultant instability not only exacerbates food insecurity but also impedes the effective implementation of food security
initiatives. Farmers in these conflict-affected regions face enormous risks, and this insecurity can lead to abandoned farms,

reduced agricultural output, and consequently, increased food scarcity [22/301311[32],

Broader Challenges Impacting Food Security

The quest to achieve zero hunger in Nigeria is further complicated by a confluence of factors. Poor agricultural practices
continue to plague the sector, limiting crop yields and the quality of produce. The impacts of climate change including erratic
weather patterns and extreme climatic events add another layer of difficulty, affecting crop and livestock production and posing
a threat to food security. Additionally, Nigeria's high population growth rate puts extra pressure on the already strained food

supply, exacerbating the challenges of ensuring adequate food for all.

Ongoing Efforts and Future Needs

In response to these challenges, initiatives such as the Agricultural Transformation Agenda and the National Food Security
Program have been put in place. These programs aim to address key issues in agriculture and food security, but they
themselves face hurdles, including the aforementioned inadequate funding and security concerns. To effectively move towards
zero hunger, Nigeria requires a comprehensive approach that encompasses sustainable agricultural development, adaptation to

climate change, and enhanced support for smallholder farmers.

Comprehensive Analysis

To provide a clearer picture of the situation, Table 3 offers a detailed summary of the specific targets under Goal 2 and their
corresponding SDGs indicators. It serves as a critical tool for understanding the nuances of the challenges faced, the progress
made so far, and the gaps that need to be addressed in Nigeria's journey towards achieving zero hunger. In conclusion, while
some progress has been made, the road to achieving zero hunger in Nigeria is fraught with challenges. Addressing these
effectively requires a strategic, well-funded, and coordinated approach that involves all stakeholders, including the government,
the agricultural sector, international partners, and the communities themselves. By tackling these challenges head-on and
leveraging a multi-dimensional strategy, Nigeria can work towards fulfilling the ambitious goal of ensuring food security for all its

citizens.

Table 3. Goal 3 Indicators and Targets
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S/N

10
11.
12
13.
14.
15.

16.

17.
18.
19.
20.

21.

22,

23.

SDGs Indicators

Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel

Under 5 mortality rate (deaths per 1000 live births)

Neo-natal mortality rate (deaths per 1000 live births)

New HIV Infections per 1000 uninfected population

Tuberculosis incidence per 1000 persons per year (male)

Tuberculosis incidence per 1000 persons per year (female)

Malaria Incidence per 1000 population per year (male)

Malaria Incidence per 1000 population per year (female)

Number of New hepatitis B infections per 100, 000 population in a given year

The prevalence of hepatitis B infections in the female population per 100,000 in Nigeria in 2015
Number of people requiring interventions against neglected tropical diseases (male)

Number of people requiring interventions against neglected tropical diseases (female)
Mortality of cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes or chronic respiratory diseases (male)
Mortality of cardiovascular diseases, cancer, diabetes or chronic respiratory diseases (female)
Suicide Mortality rate (male)

Suicide Mortality rate (female)

Coverage of treatment intervention (pharmacological, psychosocial & rehabilitation & aftercare service

for substance use disorders)

Coverage of treatment intervention (pharmacological, psychosocial & rehabilitation & aftercare service

for substance use disorders)

Number of road traffic, fatal injury, deaths within 30days per 100, 000 population (age standardised

male)

Number of road traffic, fatal injury deaths within 30days per 100, 000 population (age standardised

male)

Proportion of women of reproductive age 15-49years who have their need for family planning satisfied

with modern methods

Mortality rate attributed to unsafe water, unsafe sanitation & Lack of hygiene by sex 7 year (male)

Mortality rate attributed to unsafe water, unsafe sanitation & Lack of hygiene by sex 7 year (female)

Adapted from DHS [?3] & United Nation [“6]

4. Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being

Qeios, CC-BY 4.0

Baseline 2015 Derived 2020

(%)
59
89
37

264

99

99

0.01

0.09
15,003,034
15,007,209
159

129

246

128

443

591

4245

1195

780/0

335

382

Benchmark (%)
72
68
29

176

66

66

0.05

0.062
10,004,806
10,004,806
141

115

219

113

295

394

3538

996

855

223

255

Article, February 7, 2024

2030 Target

(%)
100
25

12

106
88
164

85.34

2122.50

597.55

100%

Nigeria has seen progress in improving health outcomes, yet it continues to struggle in attaining the goal of universal health

coverage. The World Health Organization (WHO) reports a reduction in the maternal mortality ratio in Nigeria, which declined

from 814 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2015 to 525 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2019 [*7]. Despite this improvement,

Nigeria's rate remains substantially higher than the Sustainable Development Goals' global target of fewer than 70 maternal

deaths per 100,000 live births [“€]. The country still faces significant challenges in healthcare, including limited access to quality

healthcare services, persistently high infant mortality rates, and a deficiency in health infrastructure, all of which contribute to the

ongoing health crisi

g [471[49][50][51][52][53][54][55]

Maternal and Child Health
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One of the key health challenges in Nigeria is the high maternal and child mortality rates. Maternal mortality refers to the death
of a woman during pregnancy, childbirth, or within 42 days of delivery, while child mortality refers to the death of a child under
the age of five. These indicators are often seen as measures of the overall health and well-being of a population. To address
these challenges, the Nigerian government has implemented various programs and initiatives aimed at improving maternal and
child health. For example, the National Primary Health Care Development Agency (NPHCDA) has launched the Integrated
Maternal, Newborn, and Child Health Strategy (IMNCH) to provide comprehensive and integrated healthcare services for
women and children [°¢]. This strategy focuses on promoting antenatal care, skilled attendance at birth, essential new-born

care, immunization, and access to family planning services [+9I[50157],

Additionally, the Nigerian government has also made efforts to improve access to quality healthcare services. The National
Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) was established to provide financial risk protection and access to healthcare for all Nigerians.
However, the implementation and coverage of the NHIS still face significant challenges, hindering the achievement of universal
health coverage in the country. Goal 3 of the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) aims to ensure healthy
lives and promote well-being for all at all ages. Nigeria, like many other developing countries, faces significant challenges in
achieving this goal. While the country has made some progress in improving health outcomes, it still lags behind in achieving
universal health coverage ['"l. According to the World Health Organization (WHO), Nigeria's maternal mortality ratio decreased
from 814 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2015 to 525 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2019 [7]. This is a positive development,
but the country still has one of the highest maternal mortality rates in the world. One of the major challenges facing Nigeria's
healthcare system is limited access to quality healthcare services. Many people in the country, particularly those living in rural
areas, do not have access to basic healthcare services. This is due to a shortage of healthcare workers, inadequate health
infrastructure, and a lack of funding for healthcare (/1. In addition, high infant mortality rates remain a significant challenge in
Nigeria. According to UNICEF, the infant mortality rate in Nigeria was 67 deaths per 1,000 live births in 2019 %8, This is much
higher than the global average of 28 deaths per 1,000 live births.

To address these challenges, the Nigerian government has developed various policies and initiatives aimed at improving health
outcomes in the country. For example, the National Economic Recovery and Growth Plan (2017-2020) includes provisions for
improving healthcare infrastructure, increasing the number of healthcare workers, and expanding access to healthcare services
(Federal Government of Nigeria, 2017) ['']. The government has also launched various health campaigns aimed at improving
maternal and child health, such as the National Strategic Health Development Plan Il (2018-2022) and the Saving One Million
Lives Initiative '], While Nigeria has made some progress in improving health outcomes, there is still a long way to go in
achieving universal health coverage and ensuring good health and well-being for all. Limited access to quality healthcare
services, high infant mortality rates, and inadequate health infrastructure remain significant challenges. However, the

government's policies and initiatives aimed at improving healthcare in the country are a step in the right direction.

Communicable Diseases

Nigeria grapples with substantial obstacles in mitigating the prevalence and transmission of infectious diseases, especially
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis which exert a massive burden on population health 291601, As per UNAIDS estimates,
Nigeria bears the second highest HIV/AIDS burden globally with around 1.9 million people living with the infection in 2019 [60],

Additionally, the country registers exceptionally high malaria caseloads of approximately 97 million cases annually [°']. To
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counter the severity of these communicable diseases, the government has instituted disease-specific interventions albeit with
varying degrees of success. For HIV/AIDS, the National Agency for the Control of AIDS (NACA) developed a robust National
Strategic Framework that delineates priority areas like prevention, testing, treatment, care and support programs 621, Similarly,
the National Malaria Elimination Program (NMEP) actively works to expand insecticide-treated net coverage, bolster diagnostic

and treatment accessibility and intensify surveillance mechanisms (62!,

However, glaring gaps continue to constrain Nigeria’s ability to adequately respond to and effectively control these major public
health challenges. Especially in rural and remote areas, the skeletal healthcare system grapples with scarce health
infrastructure, human resources, medical supplies and health financing to cater to care needs. Entrenched socioeconomic
barriers further widen health disparities while cultural beliefs and stigma deter health-seeking behaviors. Undeniably, solving
Nigerians longstanding vulnerability to infectious diseases will necessitate sizable investments in strengthening healthcare
capacity and community-based services. Beyond programmatic interventions, establishing resilient health systems grounded in
accessible primary care delivery, surveillance networks and patient-centered care will be instrumental to curbing communicable
disease mortality and morbidity. Sustained political will, community participation and integrated partnerships across public and

private stakeholders can help advance Nigeria's aspirations for universal health coverage and improved population health.

Non-Communicable Diseases

In recent decades, Nigeria has witnessed surging cases of non-communicable or lifestyle-related diseases such as
cardiovascular conditions, diabetes, chronic respiratory illnesses and cancers. As per World Health Organization estimates, non-
communicable diseases accounted for 29% of total registered deaths in Nigeria in 2016, establishing them as leading causes of
mortality and morbidity [64]. In response to this epidemiological shift and confronting public health threat, the Nigerian
government instituted a National Strategic Plan focused singularly on mitigating risk factors, enhancing early diagnosis and
optimizing evidence-based management of non-communicable diseases. The plan delineates interventions like raising
community awareness of modifiable risk factors, implementing fiscal policies to curb tobacco and alcohol consumption,
promoting nutrition education and physical activity, and re-orienting health systems towards continuity of care for those requiring

lifelong treatment [651661[67],

However, deeply-entrenched barriers continue to impede successful prevention and control of non-communicable diseases. Key
amongst them are poor health literacy rates regarding chronic disease risk factors, severe shortages of healthcare infrastructure
and workforce outside urban concentrations, and inability of rural populations to access screening or sustain treatment
adherence. To genuinely curb preventable mortality from non-communicable diseases, Nigeria needs to leverage multi-sector
collaboration between health, education, trade, fiscal and environment agencies. Increasing both governmental and private
investment in human resources, medical technologies and community-based primary care is equally vital. Integrating non-
communicable disease surveillance, education and management into existing primary healthcare systems can help extend

continuity of care to Nigeria's dispersed rural communities.

Mental Health

Mental health is a critical, yet oveneglected component of holistic population wellbeing in Nigeria. As per World Health

Organization estimates, Nigeria's mental health disorder prevalence was around 21.7% in 2019, signaling that over a fifth of the
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country's population suffered from some form of mental iliness [6']. However, a grave lack of infrastructure, human resources
and awareness continues to undermine access to essential mental healthcare. At present, Nigeria has very few specialized
facilities and an extreme shortage of qualified mental health professionals to cater to the diverse needs of patients. To start
addressing this service delivery gap, the Nigerian government has prioritized building mental health capacity within its primary
healthcare system. The guiding framework for this effort is the Mental Health Policy and Strategic Plan for Nigeria (2013-2020)
which outlined key focus areas like awareness promotion, workforce development, facility expansion and integrating screening
and treatment at community levels (8], Additionally, civil society and advocacy campaigns are actively working to increase
mental health literacy and counter the pervasive stigma that silences those afflicted. But despite policy provisions and fledgling

partnerships, mental healthcare remains a largely neglected domain in practice.

Going forward, Nigerian needs to ramp up investments towards actualizing the provisions of its policy frameworks. More
financing is imperative for training specialized mental health workers, building dedicated wards and treatment centers,
expanding community-based rehabilitation support and meeting the needs of vulnerable groups. Simultaneously, cultural
attitudes and beliefs that inhibit care-seeking or perpetuate human rights violations require sensitivity training across healthcare
and law enforcement sectors. In summary, without resolute efforts to increase investments, address systemic gaps and
sensitize communities, Nigeria cannot holistically meet the mental health needs or ensure the rights of citizens impacted by
mental health disorders. Prioritizing mental health is indispensable for improving quality of life and achieving sustainable good

health and wellbeing targets.

5. Goal 4: Quality Education

Nigeria contends with monumental barriers to fulfilling the fundamental right to inclusive and equitable quality education for all its
citizens, especially girls and those residing in rural areas. As of 2018, the country's net primary school enrollment rate stood at
just 61.7%, reflecting a disconcerting decline from 72.8% in 2010. This signals that over a third of Nigerian children remain
deprived of essential education opportunities (26159, Multifaceted and complex factors undermine meaningful advancement
towards universal education access and quality learning outcomes. Severely underfunded education budgets constrain building
an adequate number of schools with trained teachers and functional facilities. Rural communities tend to suffer the most from a
debilitating lack of usable classrooms, instruction materials, technology access or skilled educators. Simultaneously, the
escalating phenomenon of insecure environments due to insurgencies obstructs education continuity for vulnerable children
while girls remain highly susceptible to socio-cultural pressures that perpetuate the cycle of denial, underinvestment and

poverty [26169],

Evidently, Nigeria needs urgent and coordinated reforms like increasing budgetary allocation for education, implementing
decentralized management and accountability structures, enhancing teacher training programs, utilizing low-cost technologies
and prioritizing clusters mired in poverty or conflict. Above all, political will and community participation are vital to reinforce
education's role in empowering citizens and enabling national development. Targeted interventions to boost enrollment and
learning key performance indicators can help Nigeria expedite progress across the gamut of Sustainable Development Goal 4

that envisions quality education for all by 2030. See table 4 for selected SDG goal 4 indicator and target for details below.
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Table 4. Selected Goals for SDGs Indicators and Target

Derived 2020 2030
S/N SDGs Indicators Baseline 2015 (%)
Benchmark Targets
Male —93.5 Male — 95.6 100
1.  Percentage of children under 5 years of age who are developmentally on track in Health
Female — 93.1 Female — 93.4 100
Male — 77.4 Male — 84.9 100
28 Percentage of Children under 5 years of age who are developmentally on track in learning
Female —79.2 Female — 86 100
3 Percentage of children under 5 years of age who are developmentally on psychosocial well Male —63.8 Male =759 100
being Female — 66.1 Female — 77.4 100
Male — 51.6 Male — 66.4 100
4.  Participation rate of youth & adults in formal education & Training in the past 12 months
Female — 48.5 Female — 65.7 100
Male — 49 Male — 66 100
5.  Participation rate of youth & adults in non-formal education & Training in the last 12 months
Female — 51 Female — 74 100

Adapted from DHS7%: wHO 711,

Current Situation

Nigeria contends with extensive exclusion in basic education access and completion resulting in a sizeable population of out-of-
school children across all geopolitical zones. However, girls and children from poor rural communities remain particularly
deprived with only 61.7% net primary enrollment reported as of 2018. This rate signals a 11.1 percentage point decline within a
decade, underscoring backsliding on commitments to achieve universal access [26169]. The endemic barriers fueling Nigeria's
out-of-school crisis are multilayered and frequently intersectional in impact. Key impediments include the prohibitive distances
between remote settlements and nearest public schools, rampant poverty throttling families' ability invest in education,
sociocultural practices like early marriage that disproportionately deny girls’ schooling opportunities and a debilitating lack of

resources flowing into the public education system nationwide [69].

Combined, these obstacles have substantially thwarted Nigeria's aspirations to guarantee inclusive and equitable access to 12
years of free basic education as enshrined by national laws. With nearly 4 out 10 primary-aged children still unenrolled, meeting
targets aligned with the Sustainable Development Goal on quality education remains an immense challenge. Addressing the
crisis requires quad-sectoral interventions from the government, civil society, communities and external donors to tackle both
demand-side and supply-side drivers. Improving enrollment and retention of girls and rural populations would involve incentives
like conditional cash transfers, providing free meals and transportation, constructing community schools and conducting
sensitization drives on gender roles and early marriage. Simultaneously, education infrastructure, technologies, recruited
qualified teachers and learning materials require huge investments to bridge system-wide gaps hampering equitable access

countrywide.
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Challenges and Constraints

Insufficient funding is a major contributor to the low quality of education in Nigeria. The education sector in the country is
characterized by limited financial resources, resulting in inadequate infrastructure, poorly equipped classrooms, and a lack of
teaching materials. According to UNESCO (9] Nigeria's education expenditure as a percentage of its national budget is only
6%, which falls below the recommended benchmark of 15% set by the UNESCQ's Education for All (EFA) initiative. This lack of
funding severely hampers efforts to improve the quality of education and provide equal opportunities for all children, regardless
of their socio-economic background. In addition to inadequate funding, the shortage of qualified teachers is another significant
obstacle to achieving quality education in Nigeria. The country is facing a shortage of trained and experienced teachers,
especially in rural areas [59]. This shortage affects the teaching and learning process, as there are not enough teachers to
provide quality instruction to all students. Furthermore, the quality of teacher training programs and professional development
opportunities need improvement to ensure that teachers are equipped with the necessary skills and knowledge to deliver quality

education.

Furthermore, inadequate infrastructure such as classrooms, libraries, and laboratories also hinder the delivery of quality
education in Nigeria. Many schools lack essential facilities, making it difficult for students to engage in hands-on learning
experiences and access resources that facilitate effective learning (261159, Dilapidated classrooms and a lack of basic amenities
such as clean water and sanitation facilities further deter students from attending school regularly and limit their overall

educational experience [721[731[74][75][76]

6. Goal 5: Gender Equality

Although Nigeria has taken steps towards achieving gender equality, significant disparities persist. Female representation in
political and economic decision-making roles remains low. In 2019, women held only 6.7% of parliamentary seats and
accounted for 22.4% of the labor force participation rate ['2. Gender-based violence and harmful cultural practices also impede

progress in this area | 2. Table 5 below shows goal 5 indicators and SDGs targets.

Table 5. Indicators and SDGs Targets
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SDGs
Baseline Derived ERGP
S/N SDGs Indicators 2015 (|°/) Tar“;t 2020 (%) Target
° 9 ' 2030 (%)

1 Proportion of ever partnered women & girls aged 15 years & older subjected to physical, sexual or psychological 335 20.4 0

" violence by a current or former intimate partner in the last 12 months, by forms of violence & age group. ’ ’
5 Proportion of ever partnered women & girls aged 15 years & older subjected to physical, sexual or psychological 34.9 23.2 0

" violence by a current or former intimate partner in the last 12 months, by forms of violence & age group. ’ ’
3 Percentage of Women aged 20-24 who were married or in a union before age 15. Child marriage is condemned 17.7 18 0

" would over as a result of several issues associated with it. ’ ’
4.  Percentage of women aged 20-24 who were married or in a union before aged 18. 39.9 26.6 0
5.  Percentage of girls & women aged 15-49 who have undergone female genital mutilation/cutting by age group. 24.8 16.6 0
6 Proportion of women aged 14-49 who make their own informed decision regarding sexual relative, contraceptive use 248 49.9 100

* &reproductive health care. ’ ’
o Percentage of total agricultural population with ownership or secure rights over agricultural land (male). 78.1 85.4 100
8. Percentage of total agricultural population with ownership or secure rights over agricultural land (female). 711 80.8 100
9. Proportion of Individuals who own a mobile phone (Urban). 74 82.7 100
10  Proportion of Individuals who own a mobile phone (Rural). 48.3 65.6 100

Adapted from 771781 Yy, [79]

Gender equality is a fundamental human right that is essential for the achievement of sustainable development. It is a critical
component of Goal 5 of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which aims to achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls. Nigeria, like many other countries, has made efforts towards achieving gender equality. However,
significant disparities still exist, particularly in political and economic decision-making roles. The table 5 above examine the

progress made towards achieving gender equality in Nigeria, the challenges faced, and the way forward.

Progress towards Gender Equality in Nigeria

Nigeria has made some progress towards achieving gender equality in recent years. For instance, the country has enacted laws
and policies aimed at promoting gender equality. The National Gender Policy, which was launched in 2006, is one such policy.
The policy seeks to promote gender equality and women's empowerment in all sectors of the economy. It also aims to eliminate
all forms of discrimination against women and girls [8%]. In addition, Nigeria has ratified several international conventions and
treaties that promote gender equality. These include the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW) and the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action. These international instruments provide a framework for
promoting gender equality and empowering women. Furthermore, Nigeria has made some progress in increasing female
representation in political and economic decision-making roles. For instance, in 2019, women held 6.7% of parliamentary seats,
up from 5.6% in 2015 ['2]. The country has also made some progress in increasing the number of women in leadership positions
in the private sector. For example, in 2019, women held 22.4% of senior management positions in Nigerian companies, up from

19.7% in 2016 [12],

Challenges to Gender Equality in Nigeria

Despite the progress made towards achieving gender equality in Nigeria, significant challenges still exist. One of the major
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challenges is gender-based violence. Women and girls in Nigeria are at risk of various forms of violence, including domestic
violence, sexual violence, and harmful cultural practices such as female genital mutilation and child marriage. According to the
National Demographic and Health Survey (NDHS) conducted in 2018, 30% of women aged 15-49 have experienced physical
violence, and 10% have experienced sexual violence [8']. Another challenge is the low level of female participation in the labor
force. Although the number of women in the labor force has increased in recent years, women still account for only 22.4% of the
labor force participation rate [I4I121[821[83] This is partly due to cultural and social norms that limit women's access to education
and employment opportunities [84. Furthermore, women's representation in political and economic decision-making roles
remains low. Despite the increase in the number of women in parliament, women still hold only 6.7% of parliamentary seats ['2].

This is far below the global average of 25% [#°]. Similarly, women's representation in senior management positions in the private

sector is still low, with women holding only 22.4% of such positions [12].

7. Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation

Access to safe drinking water along with adequate sanitation facilities remains a severe challenge confronting Nigeria,
especially in marginalized rural areas (see figure 3a, b, ¢ & d below). As of 2017 statistics, only 67% of Nigerians had access to
basic water services while a mere 40% could utilize basic sanitation solutions [241[251(581[721[731[741[75][76] Thjs glaring lack of
access and infrastructure in essence deprives millions of Nigerians of their fundamental human rights. The deficits underscore
Nigeria's immense difficulties in fulfilling Sustainable Development Goal 6 that envisions universal access to clean water and
sanitation by 2030. Disparities between urban concentrations and remote villages are stark spanning piped supplies versus
untreated sources to modern toilet availability versus open defecation practices [°8I[861[871[88I[E9][201[91][92][93][94][95][96]  Bridging
these gaps require urgent infrastructure upgrades and behavior change interventions. Significant investments must expand
piped water networks, build more boreholes and treatment plants, provide alternate solutions like rainwater harvesting and
ensure regular maintenance. Simultaneously, promoting hand hygiene, making sanitary products affordable via subsidies and
constructing public toilet facilities can help end open defecation [°71[%8l199] However, beyond physical upgrades, achieving
genuine improvements necessitate community participation, educational campaigns, transparency reforms, public-private
partnerships and decentralized governance. Integrating interventions across health, environment and economic sectors is
equally vital to manage Nigeria's water resources sustainably. Tackling multifaceted challenges around clean water availability

and sanitation access is indispensable for safeguarding human capital, ecosystem stability and long-term national growth.

Progress towards Clean Water and Sanitation in Nigeria

In recognition of the acute challenges hampering clean water availability and sanitation access for millions of citizens, the
Nigerian government instituted dedicated policies and programs to expand coverage and improve infrastructure nationwide

since the turn of the century [#2],

The foremost development was the ratification of the National Water Supply and Sanitation
Policy in 2000 which ambitiously outlined plans to extend piped water schemes and modern toilet facilities to underserved
groups, especially across neglected rural areas. By providing binding targets, guidelines and accountabilities, this policy
signaled Nigeria's commitment to water, sanitation and hygiene sector reforms [1%01. Additionally, to catalyze action, the launch
of national vision plans like the Nigeria Vision 20:2020 in 2009 also embedded ambitious targets around raising basic water and

sanitation access to 75% and 90% respectively before the end of this decade [24[251[261158]
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Bolstered by these enabling frameworks, Nigeria has managed to incrementally expand clean water availability and sanitation
solutions over the past years though immense gaps remain, particularly across rural villages. As of 2017 statistics, 67% of
Nigerians could access basic drinking water sources, a 6% point rise over 2015 data. In the same period, basic sanitation
coverage escalated from 29% to 40%, indicating gradual improvements in modern toilet access yet majority still rely on unsafe
disposal means P8I72II73I74II75176] However, in 2023, the population proportion in rural settings in Nigeria using safely
managed drinking water services varied based on the service level provided (see figure 3a, b, ¢ & d below). While these are
important steps forward, intensified efforts are indispensable if Nigeria aims to achieve universal coverage targets under
Sustainable Development Goal 6 by 2030. More than ever, the country needs to translate national policies into augmented
investments, localized infrastructure expansion, transparent governance, integrated planning and sustainability mechanisms

across the WASH sector.

Challenges to Clean Water and Sanitation in Nigeria

While Nigeria has progressed in expanding clean water and sanitation coverage over the past decades, systemic and cross-
cutting challenges continue to obstruct efforts to achieve sustainable universal access, especially across underserved rural
areas. Foremost among prevailing challenges is the country’s struggle with developing comprehensive WASH infrastructure to
connect all households with piped water supplies and modern toilet facilities [°71981199] This stems from chronically low
investments into building climate-resilient water systems and decentralized sanitation solutions. Consequently, Nigeria’s existing
infrastructure remains highly concentrated around wealthy urban areas while remote communities suffer without basic access.
Simultaneously poor adoption of safe hygiene practices like handwashing with soap exacerbates public health risks associated
with unsafe water and open defecation. As of 2018 statistics, only 13% of Nigerians wash hands with soap post defecation

thereby heightening prospects of diarrheal diseases spreading across populations lacking access to safe sanitation
means [241125](81][971[98][99]

Additionally, Nigeria’s vulnerability to climate change-fueled extreme weather events threatens sustainability of water availability
for consumption, agriculture and sanitation needs of economically disadvantaged groups. Intensifying droughts and floods
damage water catchment and storage infrastructures. This particularly endangers remote villages dependent on season rainfall
and natural sources like lakes, rivers and streams (2012011011 yndeniably, Nigeria cannot genuinely combat preventable WASH-
related diseases, achieve human capital development targets or manage its water resources sustainably without surmounting
these systemic deficits impeding universal clean water availability and sanitation access. It necessitates redoubled efforts
across all governance levels towards infrastructure upgrades, community mobilization, climate adaptation, transparency

enhancement and integrated planning between health, environment and economic policy domains.
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Way Forward

Advancing Quality Education in Nigeria
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To overcome the barriers to quality education in Nigeria, prioritizing and investing in the education sector is essential. This
involves increasing education funding and ensuring effective management and utilization of these resources. Such measures
are critical for enhancing school infrastructure, providing necessary teaching materials, and overall improvement in education
quality. Additionally, attracting and retaining qualified teachers is paramount. This can be achieved by offering competitive
salaries, opportunities for professional development, and incentives for teaching in under-served rural areas. Moreover,
strengthening teacher training programs to align with contemporary educational needs and standards will further enhance the
quality of education. Furthermore, the development of school infrastructure, including the construction and renovation of
classrooms, libraries, and laboratories, is crucial in creating conducive environments for effective teaching and learning.
Addressing these issues, including the high out-of-school rate and teacher shortages, will propel Nigeria towards achieving Goal

4 of the Sustainable Development Goals, thereby providing quality education to its populace.

Promoting Gender Equality

Transitioning to the realm of gender equality, Nigeria requires concerted efforts from the government, civil society organizations,
and various stakeholders to make significant strides. A primary focus should be on eradicating gender-based violence,
achievable through the enactment and strict enforcement of protective laws and policies. Raising awareness to shift cultural and
social norms that perpetuate violence against women is also crucial. Concurrently, promoting women's economic empowerment
is vital. This can be realized by providing educational and training opportunities for women and creating a supportive
environment for their active participation in the labor force. Moreover, the government should encourage gender equality in
recruitment and promotion policies within companies. Another critical aspect is enhancing women's representation in political
and economic decision-making roles, which can be facilitated by laws promoting gender parity and affirmative action policies
within political parties. Despite some progress, disparities in gender-based violence, labor force participation, and women's
representation in decision-making roles persist. Addressing these areas will significantly contribute to achieving sustainable

development through gender equality in Nigeria.

Ensuring Access to Clean Water and Sanitation

Finally, in the pursuit of clean water and sanitation, Nigeria needs the collective effort of the government, civil society, and other
stakeholders. A key focus should be on improving infrastructure, achievable through increased funding for water and sanitation
projects and the adoption of innovative technologies. Alongside this, promoting safe hygiene practices is critical and can be
fostered through awareness campaigns and education on hygiene. Incentivizing communities that adopt these practices can
also be an effective strategy. Additionally, addressing the challenges posed by climate change is imperative. This involves
implementing climate-resilient water and sanitation infrastructure and promoting sustainable water management practices.
Despite some advancements, issues like inadequate infrastructure, poor hygiene practices, and climate change impacts
continue to hinder progress. By focusing on infrastructure improvement, hygiene promotion, and climate-resilient strategies,

Nigeria can make substantial progress towards achieving sustainable access to clean water and sanitation for all.

8. Conclusion

Since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015, Nigeria has made notable advancements in specific
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areas aligned with the ambitious targets set out under this global development framework. However, persisting and significant
obstacles continue to impede the country's progress towards numerous goals centered on improving socioeconomic conditions
and environmental sustainability. Specifically, Nigeria has achieved moderate success in expanding access to affordable and
clean energy as well as developing resilient infrastructure through investments in renewable power generation and
improvements in road networks and transportation systems. Additionally, partnerships between the federal government, state

authorities and the private sector have bolstered industrialization and innovation in pockets of the country.

However, systemic challenges severely affect Nigeria's advancement across various critical goals connected to eradicating
poverty and hunger, enhancing health and wellbeing, ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education, achieving gender
equality, and providing clean water and sanitation. These obstinate issues stem from pervasive corruption and mismanagement
of resources, lack of continuity in development policies and programs, rising insecurity, widening inequality between
socioeconomic classes, and the overall struggle with diversifying the economy away from oil dependency. To genuinely
accelerate Nigeria's SDG achievements by the set 2030 target, urgent and coordinated efforts are needed from the government,
international development institutions, local non-governmental organizations and the private sector. Specifically, sustained
political commitment to human-centered national development policies, increased budgetary allocations to social sectors, multi-
stakeholder partnerships, rigorous monitoring and evaluation frameworks, and effective resource mobilization strategies have to
be prioritized. Significant improvements on foundational issues like poverty alleviation, nutrition, healthcare access, education
quality, gender mainstreaming, clean water availability and sanitation are indispensable for the country to unlock its human

capital potential and foster widespread economic prosperity.

Nigeria's Progress and Remaining Challenges in Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals

Since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the United Nations in 2015, Nigeria has witnessed
progress in certain areas while grappling with persistent challenges across various goals. This conclusion highlights the need for
sustained efforts from the Nigerian government, international organizations, and civil society in addressing poverty eradication,
hunger reduction, healthcare improvements, quality education, gender equality, and access to clean water and sanitation.

Additionally, continuous monitoring, evaluation, and resource mobilization are crucial to achieving these goals by 2030.

Poverty Eradication

Despite the efforts of the Nigerian government to combat poverty, the country still faces significant challenges in this area.
Limited access to economic opportunities, inadequate social safety nets, and unequal wealth distribution continue to impede
progress. To effectively eradicate poverty, Nigeria needs to implement comprehensive poverty reduction strategies, including

job creation, skill development programs, and targeted interventions in marginalized communities.

Hunger Reduction

Nigeria has made some strides in reducing hunger, but the prevalence of food insecurity remains a major concern. Limited
access to arable land, climate change-induced challenges, and conflicts in some regions contribute to this persistent problem.
The government must prioritize investment in agriculture, promote sustainable farming practices, and strengthen social

protection programs to achieve significant progress in hunger reduction.
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Healthcare Improvements

Improving healthcare remains a critical challenge for Nigeria. While there have been advancements in healthcare infrastructure
and the provision of essential services, access to quality healthcare remains unequal across the country. Universal healthcare
coverage, increased funding for healthcare, and proactive community-based efforts are essential to bridge the healthcare gap

and ensure better health outcomes for all Nigerians.

Quality Education

Nigeria faces significant challenges in providing quality education to its citizens. Issues such as inadequate infrastructure,
insufficient qualified teachers, and a high number of out-of-school children persist. Furthermore, gender disparities and
insufficient access to educational opportunities for marginalized groups hinder progress towards achieving quality education. To
address these challenges, the Nigerian government must prioritize education funding, implement comprehensive teacher

training programs, and ensure inclusive educational policies.

Gender Equality

Gender equality is crucial for Nigeria's socio-economic development. Despite policy frameworks and legal provisions promoting
gender equality, women still face discrimination and unequal opportunities. Gender-based violence, limited access to economic
resources, and cultural norms continue to hinder progress. The Nigerian government should implement affirmative action
policies, enhance women's participation in decision-making processes, and provide economic empowerment opportunities to

foster gender equality.

Access to Clean Water and Sanitation

Access to clean water and sanitation remains a significant challenge in Nigeria, particularly in rural areas. Limited infrastructure,
inadequate maintenance, and pollution of water sources contribute to the problem. To achieve universal access, the
government needs to invest in water and sanitation infrastructure, prioritize hygiene education, and strengthen water

governance systems to ensure sustainable water resource management.

Continuous Monitoring, Evaluation, and Resource Mobilization

To achieve the SDGs by 2030, Nigeria must establish comprehensive monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. Regular
assessment of progress, identification of gaps, and data-driven decision-making are crucial in guiding policy formulation and
intervention strategies. Additionally, resource mobilization from both domestic and international sources is essential for the
successful implementation of sustainable development projects. Nigeria has made progress in some areas of the SDGs since
their inception, but significant challenges persist across various goals. Poverty eradication, hunger reduction, healthcare
improvements, quality education, gender equality, and access to clean water and sanitation require sustained efforts from the
Nigerian government, international organizations, and civil society. Continuous monitoring, evaluation, and resource mobilization

are crucial to achieving the SDGs by 2030. It is through collective action, effective policies, and targeted interventions that
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Nigeria can overcome these challenges and ensure a sustainable and prosperous future for its citizens.
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