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Spinal cord infarction is a stroke either within the spinal cord or the arteries that supply it.
It is caused by arteriosclerosis or a thickening or closing of the major arteries to the
spinal cord. Frequently spinal cord infarction is caused by a specific form of
arteriosclerosis called atheromatosis, in which a deposit or accumulation of lipid-
containing matter forms within the arteries. Symptoms, which generally appear within
minutes or a few hours of the infarction, may include intermittent sharp or burning back
pain, aching pain down through the legs, weakness in the legs, paralysis, loss of deep

tendon reflexes, loss of pain and temperature sensation, and incontinence.
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