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Source
National Cancer Institute. Laetrile. NCI Thesaurus. Code C2971409.

Originally, the name laetrile was the contraction of laevo-mandelonitrile glucoside, a
cyanogenic glycoside found naturally in some plants. Over the years the meaning of
laetrile has changed. T here are now preparations called Laetrile where amygdalin is the
major constituent. Laetrile and amygdalin are often used interchangeably, but are
different agents. Cyanide and benzaldehyde are metabolites of both laetrile and
amygdalin. Both metabolites may possess antineoplastic properties. Laetrile has been
used as an anticancer treatment in humans worldwide, but scientific evidence does not

support its effectiveness. It is not approved for use in the United States. (NCI04)
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