
Ope n Pe e r Re v ie w on Qe iosOpe n Pe e r Re v ie w on Qe ios

Congenital Gerbode defect
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A rare, congenital non-syndromic heart malformation characterized by an abnormal

shunting between the left ventricle and right atrium. T he clinical manifestation varies,

depending on the volume of the shunt. Small congenital shunts are usually asymptomatic

or associated with dyspnea and fever, whereas larger shunts often present with chest

pain, fatigue, weakness, lower extremity edema, and sometimes heart failure and death.

Other congenital heart anomalies may be associated.
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