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Sawflies (Hymenoptera)

Sawflies are so called due to the appearance of the ovipositor, used by females to pierce plants to deposit eggs. Its larvae

are herbivorous, developing on a wide variety of plants, being quite specific in the type of plant used as food. Larvae

hatch from eggs, which have a voracious appetite. They feed on the inner part of the leaves that remain intact, they only

eat the tissue above. The plant weakens due to the loss of leaf area for photosynthesis. [1-5].

The larvae of several species exhibit the behavior of undermining the leaves, curling them, or forming galls. Three

families are strictly xylophagous, and one family is parasitic [1-5].

Adults are predators, mainly of other insects, but many also feed on nectar. Large populations can cause economic losses

in cultivated areas and forests. Flies severely damage the leaves of the host plant. Large populations can cause economic

losses in cultivated areas and forests [1-5].

The turnip sawfly feeds on plants in the Brassicaceae family, which includes turnips, and cabbage, among others. When

they are about to become pupae, they burrow into the soil, build a cocoon, and remain there until they become adults [1-

5].

Sawfly larvae can appear in clusters, walking in the pasture, a habit that suggests the ability to seek more food and

protection against predators but can cause poisoning in animals that happen to devour them, such as cattle, goats, or

others. Symptoms of poisoning are weakness, depression, muscle tremors, excitement, aggression, and death [6].
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