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National Cancer Institute. Demecarium. NCI T hesaurus. Code C87481.

A quaternary ammonium compound that serves as a long-acting cholinesterase inhibitor

with parasympathomimetic activity. When used topically, demecarium inactivates both

pseudocholinesterase and acetylcholinesterase, thereby preventing acetylcholine

breakdown and increasing acetylcholine activity. T his causes contraction of the iris

sphincter muscle (producing miosis) and the ciliary muscle (affecting the accommodation

reflex). In so doing, this agent increases the outflow of the aqueous humor, thereby

reducing intraocular pressure.
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