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This paper consists of an observation that some interesting, important, and initially surprising results in mathematics are

proofs of the impossibility of certain constructions, or of certain conclusions one might have expected to be true. Two

familiar examples are sketched, one going back to ancient Greek mathematics, the other from the beginning of set theory.

But no problem, either mathematical or philosophical, is raised about this observation. No general question about it is

asked, no general conclusion drawn. It is an interesting fact that there are so many impossibility theorems in mathematics

and applied mathematics, but to have a paper one needs to do something with it.
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