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The authors should be congratulated on achieving this monumental task.
Please consider the following comments:

1. The greatest threat to any project with long-term goals is sustainability. Please include some comments on the
financial sustainability of the project as well as the strategy to increase contributors to the H3A catalogue?

2. Independent from the capacity building and resources provided to African scientists and research teams, can the
authors describe the benefits to the populations who provide the samples that the applicants must illustrate in their
requests?

3. Can the authors illustrate some of thepurposes that the data was used for by applicants? Or expand on the criteria
the H3A deems purposeful to share the data with?

4. The statement “...informally shared these data with their African collaborators directly...” is concerning. This is in
breach of data sharing agreements. How is H3A approaching this problem?

5. Following on the previous comment, the reviewer suggests that the statement in the opening background “...such as
ease of access...” should rather be: ”... such as responsible access..." unless H3A should be easy and used without

discrepency?
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