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Methylselenocysteine

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Methylselenocysteine. NCI T hesaurus. Code C63678.

A naturally occurring organoselenium compound found in many plants, including garlic,

onions, and broccoli, with potential antioxidant and chemopreventive activities. Se-

Methyl-seleno-L-cysteine (MSC) is an amino acid analogue of cysteine in which a

methylselenium moiety replaces the sulphur atom of cysteine. T his agent acts as an

antioxidant when incorporated into glutathione peroxidase and has been shown to exhibit

potent chemopreventive activity in animal models.
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