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Ankylostomiasis
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INSERM. (1999). Orphanet: an online rare disease and orphan drug data base.

Ankylostomiasis. ORPHA:78

Ankylostomiasis is a hookworm infection caused primarily by the species Ancylostoma

duodenale or Necator americanus, usually acquired through penetration of the skin,

(often asymptomatic but that can also manifest with an allergic reaction at the site of

skin penetration), followed by the migration of larva through the bloodstream to the

lungs (causing asymptomatic pneumonitis, eosinophilia) and finally reaching and

colonizing the small intestines where they cause blood extravasation leading to diarrhea,

abdominal pain, and when untreated, melena, iron-deficiency anemia and protein

malnutrition.
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