Q Qeios, CC-BY 4.0 - Review, January 24, 2024

Review of: "Sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems in
developing economies: A conceptualisation of complex
adaptive systems approach”

Eshetie Berhan'

1 Addis Ababa Institute of Technology

Potential competing interests: No potential competing interests to declare.

A reviewer’s comment on the manuscript entitled:

“Sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems in developing economies: A conceptualization of complex adaptive

systems approach”
General

In general, the paper presents useful information to the body of knowledge and practice. It presents a conceptualization of
sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems (SEEs) in developing economies, using a complex adaptive systems approach. It
reviews the literature on value chains, inclusive business models, and sustainable business models, and identifies the
areas of convergence and divergence with SEEs. It proposes a set of propositions that link the micro, meso, and macro
level processes and outcomes of SEEs, and suggests directions for future research. The paper will have a significant
theoretical and practical contribution by incorporating the following comments in the relevant sections of the manuscript as

indicated below.
Abstract

The abstract section of this manuscript provides a clear overview of the key concepts and terms used in the paper.
However, you should state the general and specific topics of your research in the first sentence, so that readers know
what your paper is about right away. You should also state the central questions or statement of the problem your
research addresses, and why it is important to address them. You should describe the methods you’ve used to conduct
your research. You should state the main conclusions you’ve drawn from your research, and how they contribute to the

existing knowledge or practice in your field. You should acknowledge the limitations of your research.

This manuscript has no keywords. Keywords are words or phrases that capture the main topics or themes of your
research manuscript. They help other researchers and readers find your paper when they search for related topics on
databases, search engines, or journal websites. Keywords also reflect the scope, focus, and contribution of your research.
Therefore, choosing appropriate and relevant keywords is important for increasing the visibility and impact of your paper.

You should identify 4-6 keywords that best describe your work.
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1. Introduction section

The introduction section provides a clear and concise overview of the main topic and conceptual dimensions of the paper.

However, this section is missing some important elements, such as:

o The author does not identify a specific problem or gap in the existing literature that motivates the research question
and justifies the rationale for conducting this research.

o The author does not state a clear and specific research objective that describes the purpose and expected outcome of
the paper.

o A paragraph that introduces the next section is missing: At the end of the introduction section, the author should
introduce the next sections, saying “The remaining sections in this research....... ” to give a clear picture for the readers

about what is included in the next sections.
1. Literature Review:

The literature review section of this manuscript provides a comprehensive overview of the relevant concepts and theories
related to sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems, inclusive business models, value chains, and complex adaptive

systems. However, there are some possible gaps or areas for improvement that could be addressed, such as:

o The paper relies mostly on secondary sources and literature reviews to support its arguments. It would be beneficial to
include some empirical evidence or case studies from developing countries.

o The paper focuses on the specific context of sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems in developing countries, but it
does not compare or contrast this context with other types of entrepreneurial ecosystems or other regions. It would be
interesting to explore how the complex adaptive systems processes differ or are similar across different settings and

how contextual factors influence the outcomes and impacts of sustainable entrepreneurship.
3. Methodology

As the paper is conceptual, you may not require the methodology section. However, some journals may require a

methods section for all types of manuscripts, while others may only require it for empirical research papers.

Generally speaking, a methods section is required for any manuscript that reports the results of a scientific study. The
methods section should provide enough detail for other researchers to replicate your study and evaluate its validity. As
such, you should still describe the sources, criteria, and procedures you used to select, review, and synthesize the

literature, or to develop and support your arguments.
4. The Conceptual Model

This section provides a clear and logical overview of the proposed conceptual model of sustainable entrepreneurial
ecosystems (SEEs) in developing economies. The section uses figures to illustrate the key components and develops
several propositions based on the model, which can guide further empirical testing and validation. However, the section

does not provide enough empirical evidence or examples to support the propositions and assumptions of the model.
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5. Discussion

This section provides a clear and comprehensive summary of the main findings and contributions of the paper. However,
this section does not compare or contrast the paper’s findings with existing literature or how it confirms, challenges, or
extends previous knowledge. It does not provide any practical recommendations or guidelines for entrepreneurs,
managers, policymakers, or other stakeholders who are interested in fostering sustainable entrepreneurial ecosystems
(SEEs). It does not discuss the potential challenges, risks, or trade-offs involved in implementing or sustaining sustainable

entrepreneurial ecosystems.
6. Conclusion

This section synthesizes the main findings of the paper, identifies the theoretical and practical implications of the paper for
scholars, practitioners, and policymakers, and suggests directions for future research to address them. However, the

author doesn’t acknowledge the limitations of the paper.
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