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Retinol

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Retinol. NCI T hesaurus. Code C68302.

T he fat soluble vitamin retinol. Vitamin A binds to and activates retinoid receptors (RARs),

thereby inducing cell differentiation and apoptosis of some cancer cell types and inhibiting

carcinogenesis. Vitamin A plays an essential role in many physiologic processes, including

proper functioning of the retina, growth and differentiation of target tissues, proper

functioning of the reproductive organs, and modulation of immune function.
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