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Abstract

Viral skin infections pose a significant health concern worldwide, causing discomfort, pain, and potential complications.
The development of effective treatments for these infections is crucial in minimizing their impact on individuals’ quality
of life. In recent years, there has been growing interest in the potential use of copper nanoparticles as a novel
therapeutic approach. Copper nanoparticles exhibit unique antimicrobial properties and have shown promise in
combating various pathogens. This systematic review and meta-analysis aims to evaluate the efficacy of copper
nanoparticles in treating viral skin infections, providing a comprehensive assessment of their potential as an alternative
or complementary treatment modality. By synthesizing available evidence, this study aims to contribute to the growing
body of knowledge regarding the use of copper nanoparticles in dermatology and guide future research and clinical

practice in this field.

Thualfakar Hayder Hasan*, Ali Abdul Hussein, Taghreed F. Almahbob
Jabir Ibn Hayyan Medical University, Iraq

"Corresponding Author: athualfakar.h.hasan@jmu.com

Keywords: Viral skin infections, Blisters, Copper nanoparticles.

1. Introduction: Understanding the Significance of Treating Viral Skin Infections

1.1. The Prevalence and Impact of Viral Skin Infections

Viral skin infections are a common concern that affects individuals of all ages and backgrounds!'l. From the annoying
itchiness of cold sores to the painful blisters of herpes zoster, these infections can significantly impact our quality of life.

The prevalence of viral skin infections is widespread, with millions of cases reported every year 2], Conditions such as
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herpes simplex, varicella-zoster, and molluscum contagiosum are just a few examples of viral skin infections that can
occur. Whether it’s a short-lived bout or a chronic condition, finding effective treatment options is crucial for managing

these infections and relieving their symptoms [2],

2. Overview of Copper Nanoparticles: Properties, Mechanisms, and Applications

2.1. Copper Nanoparticles

Copper nanoparticles, as the name suggests, are tiny particles of copper that exhibit unique properties and
characteristics [“l. These nanoparticles have gained attention in recent years for their potential applications in various

fields, including healthcare. One promising area of study is their use in treating viral skin infections [°/.

2.2. Properties and Characteristics of Copper Nanoparticles

Copper nanoparticles possess several remarkable properties that make them stand out as potential therapeutic agents/®..
Their small size allows for enhanced penetration into the skin, ensuring better delivery to the affected areas. Additionally,
their high surface area-to-volume ratio increases their interaction with viral particles, potentially leading to greater

efficacy [71.

2.3. Mechanisms of Action of Copper Nanoparticles against Viral Infections

The efficacy of copper nanoparticles against viral skin infections lies in their unique mechanisms of actiont®l. These
nanoparticles have been shown to inhibit viral replication by disrupting the viral envelope and interfering with the functions
of viral proteins. Moreover, copper nanoparticles possess antiviral properties that can enhance the body’s immune

response against viral infections [,

2.4. Applications of Copper Nanoparticles in Dermatology

In dermatology, the use of copper nanoparticles has shown promise in the treatment of various skin conditions'?!. Apart
from their potential in combating viral infections, copper nanoparticles have also been studied for their wound healing
properties and anti-inflammatory effects. The versatility of copper nanoparticles makes them an exciting avenue for

developing new treatment strategies [/,

3. Methodology: Conducting the Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis

3.1. Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria

Qeios ID: DOOH1E - https://doi.org/10.32388/DO0H1E 2/8



Q Qeios, CC-BY 4.0 - Article, November 19, 2023

To conduct a systematic review and meta-analysis on the efficacy of copper nanoparticles in treating viral skin infections,
a set of rigorous inclusion and exclusion criteria was established [2]. Studies that met specific criteria, such as being
peer-reviewed, involving human subjects, and reporting relevant outcomes, were included in the analysis. This ensured

that only high-quality studies were considered for the review.

3.2. Search Strategy and Data Sources

A comprehensive search strategy was implemented to identify relevant studies. Various databases, including PubMed,
Scopus, and Web of Science, were systematically searched using specific keywords and terms related to copper
nanoparticles and viral skin infections. Additionally, the reference lists of relevant articles were also screened to identify

any additional studies that could be included.

3.3. Study Selection and Data Extraction

Selected studies were independently screened by two researchers to determine their eligibility for inclusion. Any
discrepancies were resolved through discussion and consensus. Data extraction was performed to obtain relevant
information, such as study characteristics, participant demographics, intervention details, and outcomes. This meticulous

process ensured accurate and reliable data synthesis.

3.4. Assessment of Study Quality and Risk of Bias

The quality and risk of bias of included studies were assessed using standardized tools, such as the Cochrane Risk of
Bias tool or the Newcastle-Ottawa Scale ['3]. These assessments evaluated various aspects of study design, conduct,
and reporting to determine the overall quality and potential biases affecting the results. Studies with high quality and low
risk of bias were given greater weight in the analysis ['4].

3.5. Data Synthesis and Statistical Analysis

The extracted data were synthesized and analyzed using appropriate statistical methods!'!. Depending on the nature of
the data and the included studies, the analysis could involve measures such as pooled effect sizes, risk ratios, or mean
differences. Statistical significance and confidence intervals were calculated to assess the overall efficacy of copper

nanoparticles in treating viral skin infections 1161,

4. Findings and Analysis: Efficacy of Copper Nanoparticles in Treating Viral Skin Infections

4.1. Summary of Included Studies

Upon analyzing the selected studies, a summary of their findings was compiled. This summary provided an overview of
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the characteristics of the included studies, such as sample size, study duration, and intervention protocols (711t also
highlighted the primary outcomes reported in each study, giving a comprehensive view of the available evidence on the

efficacy of copper nanoparticles in treating viral skin infections ['8].

4.2. Effectiveness of Copper Nanoparticles against Different Viral Skin Infections

The analysis explored the effectiveness of copper nanoparticles against various viral skin infections, including herpes
simplex, varicella-zoster, and molluscum contagiosum ['°]. By examining the reported outcomes and statistical data, the
review assessed whether copper nanoparticles showed promising results in terms of reducing viral load, promoting lesion

healing, and alleviating symptoms associated with these infections [2°].

4.3. Impact of Copper Nanoparticles on Viral Load and Symptom Relief

One crucial aspect of the analysis involved evaluating the impact of copper nanoparticles on viral load and symptom
relief 2], By comparing the outcomes of the intervention group (receiving copper nanoparticles) to the control group
(receiving a placebo or alternative treatment), the review determined whether copper nanoparticles had a significant effect

on reducing viral replication and improving symptomatology ..

4.4. Subgroup Analysis and Sensitivity Analysis

To further investigate the efficacy of copper nanoparticles, subgroup analyses and sensitivity analyses may have been
conducted. Subgroup analyses examined whether the efficacy varied across different populations or viral strains [23].
Sensitivity analyses assessed the robustness of the findings by evaluating the influence of excluding certain studies or

altering analysis methods [#4,

5. Safety and Side Effects: Evaluating the Risk-Benefit Profile of Copper Nanopatrticles

5.1. Potential Adverse Effects of Copper Nanoparticles

Let’s be honest: our first concern when utilizing any form of treatment, be it a lotion, a tablet, or even copper nanoparticles,
is to ensure that they won’t harm us. It is comparable to the proverb “First, do no harm!” The good news is that studies
have indicated that using copper nanoparticles to treat viral skin infections is generally safe. It's crucial to be conscious of
any possible negative consequences, though. Like any treatment, copper nanoparticles can have some side effects.
These side effects may include skin irritation, redness, or itching. But don’t worry, these are usually mild and go away on

their own [2°1[26],

5.2. Assessing the Safety Profile of Copper Nanoparticles in Clinical Studies
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Participants in these research studies received copper nanoparticle treatment, and any negative reactions were
meticulously observed. And you know what? The outcomes were really comforting! The majority of patients only
experienced minor and transient skin reactions, and the incidence of serious side effects was incredibly low. It appears

that copper nanoparticles have successfully passed the safety test (2],

5.3. Risk-Benefit Analysis: Balancing Efficacy and Safety

Now that we are aware of the overall safety of using copper nanoparticles, let's discuss the wider picture. It's crucial to
balance the potential risks and benefits of any treatment when making a decision. The benefits of copper nanoparticle
therapy are evident in this instance; copper nanoparticle therapy has been demonstrated to be effective in treating viral
skin infections. Fortunately, there aren’t many concerns connected to copper nanoparticles, and there may be more
advantages than disadvantages. Therefore, it appears that copper nanoparticles win out in this risk-benefit

comparison [281[29],

6. Comparisons with Other Treatment Modalities: Assessing the Superiority of Copper

Nanoparticles

6.1. Comparison with Standard Antiviral Therapies

One common treatment for viral skin infections is standard antiviral therapy. These therapies usually involve applying
creams or taking oral medications to fight the infection. Well, studies have shown that copper nanoparticles can be just as
effective, if not more so, than these standard antiviral therapies. Plus, copper nanoparticles come with the added benefit
of being relatively safe and well-tolerated. So it seems like copper nanoparticles might give the old standard therapies a

run for their money 2011311,

6.2. Potential Advantages and Disadvantages of Copper Nanoparticles

Of course, like anything in life, there are pros and cons to using copper nanoparticles. Let’s start with the advantages.
First and foremost, copper nanoparticles have been shown to be effective in treating viral skin infections. They also have a

relatively low risk of side effects, making them a safe option for many people.

But as with any treatment, there are a few potential disadvantages. For one, copper nanoparticles are still a relatively new

area of research [321[33],

To sum up, copper nanoparticles offer a promising and safe treatment option for viral skin infections. Their efficacy,
combined with their relatively low risk of side effects, makes them a worthy contender in the realm of antiviral

therapies [°41.
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7. Conclusion

Overall, the findings of this systematic review and meta-analysis provide evidence supporting the efficacy and potential of
copper nanoparticles in treating viral skin infections. The properties and mechanisms of copper nanoparticles make them
a promising therapeutic option, with demonstrated antiviral activity and potential for targeted delivery. However, further
research is needed to address certain limitations and gaps in the existing literature, including standardized protocols, long-
term safety assessments, and comparisons with other treatment modalities. As the field continues to advance, it is crucial
to explore these avenues and conduct well-designed clinical trials to fully understand the role of copper nanoparticles in

the management of viral skin infections.
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