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Ezetimibe

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Ezetimibe. NCI T hesaurus. Code C47529.

An azetidinone derivative and a cholesterol absorption inhibitor with lipid-lowering activity.

Ezetimibe appears to interact physically with cholesterol transporters at the brush border

of the small intestine and inhibits the intestinal absorption of cholesterol and related

phytosterols. As a result, ezetimibe causes a decrease in the level of blood cholesterol or

an increase in the clearance of cholesterol from the bloodstream. Overall, the following

effects observed are a reduction of hepatic cholesterol stores and a reduction of total

cholesterol, LDL cholesterol, and other triglycerides in the blood.
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