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Folitixorin

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Folitixorin. NCI T hesaurus. Code C61304.

A folate-based biomodulator with potential antineoplastic activity. 5,10-

methylenetetrahydrofolate (MT HF) stabilizes the covalent binding of the fluorouracil

metabolite 5-5-fluoro-2'-deoxyuridine-5'-O-monophosphate (FdUMP) to its target

enzyme, thymidylate synthase, which results in inhibition of thymidylate synthase,

depletion of thymidine triphosphate (T T P), a necessary constituent of DNA, and tumor

cell death. Unlike leucovorin, MT HF, as the active form of folate, does not require

metabolic activation and may increase the chemotherapeutic effects of fluorouracil with

lower toxicity.
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