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Penetrance

National Cancer Institute (NCI)

Source

National Cancer Institute (NCl). Penetrance.

Penetrance refers to the likelihood that a clinical condition will occur when a particular
genotype is present. For adult-onset diseases, penetrance is usually described by the
individual carrier's age, sex, and organ site. For example, the penetrance for breast
cancer in female carriers of BRCA1 pathogenic variants is often quoted by age 50 years

and by age 70 years.
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