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The authors mentioned SCIE and IS, and these terms may be confusing to some authors, especially since SCI is another

subset of SCIE. Further supplementation on SCI, SCIE, and ISI for readers to better understand the topic is needed.

Eugene Garfield and his Institute for Scientific Information (IS)™ pioneered new methods for indexing and
disseminating the world’s scientific and scholarly research literature in the second half of the 20th century 112! Garfield
introduced the concept of citation indexing for the sciences in 1955, and ISI produced the first Science Citation Index
(SCI)™ in 1964. Citation indexing revolutionized information retrieval. By recording and linking the cited references that
authors attached to their papers, the SCI represented an “association of ideas index.” SCI data also served as a foundation
for quantitative studies in the history and sociology of science and eventually gave birth to the field of scientometrics. In
1992, the Thomson Corporation acquired ISI. Thomson merged with Reuters in 2008 to form Thomson Reuters. In 2016,
the scientific and scholarly information business of Thomson Reuters, including the products and services of the former

ISI, was spun out to private ownership and rebranded as Clarivate.

The SCI, first produced in 1965, has gradually been supplanted as the key citation index of the scientific journal literature
by the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE), the science component of the Web of Science Core Collection. In recent years,
especially as the SCIE has extended its reach to include the top tier Regional Journals, the gap between these two indexes
has widened.2l The SCIE has gradually expanded, 45161 while journal coverage in the SCI has remained relatively static.
Selection of journals for the SCI, however, is still a carefully executed process. The SCI in print and CD-ROM is a subset of
the SCIE. All Clarivate Analytics indexed science journals are covered in the SCIE. However, because of the limitations of
the physical media in which it is published, coverage in the SCI has been strictly limited to include only the highest
ranked journals in each category and, as much as possible, the highest ranked journals from each country or region. Rank

is determined by Journal Impact Factor in the specific category.

I would suggest including parts of the above to emphasize the leading role of the indexed databases.
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The History of ISI and the work of Eugene Garfield.

https://clarivate.com/academia-government/the-institute-for-scientific-
information/history/. Accessed 19th April 2025.

Science Citation Index: Coverage in Web of Science Core Collection compared

to print and CD/DVD.

https://support.clarivate.com/ScientificandAcademicResearch/s/article/Science-

Citation-Index-Coverage-in-Web-of-Science-Core-Collection-compared-to-

print-and-CDDVD?language=en US. Accessed 19th April 2025.
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