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On PubMed search, GROK is the abbreviation of guard cell rectifying outward K+ channel.[1]  However,

with the advancement of arti�cial intelligence, it represents a brand of chatbot.[2][3]

Grok, is an AI developed by xAI.[4]  The name "Grok" comes from a science �ction novel by Robert A.

Heinlein called "Stranger in a Strange Land," published in 1961. In the book, "grok" is a Martian word that

roughly translates to "to deeply understand" or "to empathize completely." Heinlein invented the term,

and it’s since slipped into English slang, especially among sci-� fans[5]  and tech folks.[6]  It means to

deeply understand something, often in an intuitive or empathetic way. According to Grok-3, it’s makers

thought it was a �tting name, given it the goal to help humans really get a grasp on the universe and its

many mysteries. It was built for the purpose of providing insightful, helpful, and truthful answers that

help users better comprehend complex topics or questions. So, Grok is the AI that is all about

understanding and helping you do the same!

References

�. ^Fernanda A L S Alvim, Jonas Chaves Alvim, Julian M Hibberd, Andrew R Harvey, et al. (2025). A C4 plant K

+ channel accelerates stomata to enhance C3 photosynthesis and water use ef�ciency. doi:10.1093/plphys/ki

af039.

�. ^Arzu Malak, Mehmet Fatih Şahin. (2024). How Useful are Current Chatbots Regarding Urology Patient Inf

ormation? Comparison of the Ten Most Popular Chatbots’ Responses About Female Urinary Incontinence. J

Med Syst, vol. 48 (1). doi:10.1007/s10916-024-02125-4.

�. ^Makoto Shiraishi, Yoshihiro Sowa, Koichi Tomita, Yasunobu Terao, et al. (2024). Performance of Arti�cial I

ntelligence Chatbots in Answering Clinical Questions on Japanese Practical Guidelines for Implant-based Br

Qeios

qeios.com doi.org/10.32388/KLIEK6.2 1

https://doi.org/10.1093/plphys/kiaf039
https://doi.org/10.1093/plphys/kiaf039
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10916-024-02125-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10916-024-02125-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00266-024-04515-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00266-024-04515-y
https://www.qeios.com/
https://doi.org/10.32388/KLIEK6.2


east Reconstruction. Aesth Plast Surg. doi:10.1007/s00266-024-04515-y.

�. ^Rohun Gupta, John B Park, Louisa B Ragsdale, Katie Meggers, et al. (2024). The Intersection of AI Grok Wit

h Aesthetic Plastic Surgery. doi:10.1093/asj/sjae053.

�. ^Matt Gee. (2023). “There was much new to grok”: an analysis of word coinage in science �ction literature.

doi:10.1515/lingvan-2023-0011.

�. ^Vincenzo D’Andrea, Stefano De Paoli, Maurizio Teli. (2008). Open to Grok. How do Hackers’ Practices Prod

uce Hackers?. doi:10.1007/978-0-387-09684-1_10.

Declarations

Potential competing interests: No potential competing interests to declare.

qeios.com doi.org/10.32388/KLIEK6.2 2

https://doi.org/10.1007/s00266-024-04515-y
https://doi.org/10.1093/asj/sjae053
https://doi.org/10.1093/asj/sjae053
https://doi.org/10.1515/lingvan-2023-0011
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-387-09684-1_10
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-0-387-09684-1_10
https://www.qeios.com/
https://doi.org/10.32388/KLIEK6.2

