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Abstract

This study aimed to assess the progress made on the SDGs, explore remaining challenges, and analyze the future
prospects for sustainable development. The analysis revealed uneven progress on the SDGs, with advancements in
some areas like poverty reduction, but significant hurdles in climate change and inequality. The study identified the
need for increased focus on financing mechanisms, technological innovation, and public awareness campaigns to
accelerate progress. The study emphasizes the continued importance of the SDGs and the urgency of global
commitment to achieve them. It concludes with a call to action for various stakeholders to contribute towards a

sustainable future.
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Introduction

The United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a collection of 17 interconnected goals adopted by all UN
member states in 2015 [UN DESA, 2015]. These goals represent a universal call to action aimed at achieving a

sustainable future for all by 2030.

The overall goals of the SDGs are to: End poverty in all its forms everywhere; Protect the planet and ensure that nature

can continue to provide for the present and future generations; Promote prosperity which is shared, equitable and
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sustainable.

The SDGs address a wide range of global challenges, including poverty, hunger, health, education, gender equality, clean
water and sanitation, climate change, and peace and justice (UN DESA, 2015). They recognize that these issues are

interconnected, and that progress in one area will contribute to progress in others.

Appraising progress towards the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is crucial for several reasons. It allows us to
understand which goals are on track and which require more focused efforts. This helps in strategically allocating
resources and adapting strategies to maximize impact (IPBES, 2021). Regular appraisals hold governments and
institutions accountable for their commitments towards achieving the SDGs. Transparent reporting builds trust and fosters
collaboration among stakeholders (ICTSD, 2016). As circumstances change and new challenges emerge, appraisals can
inform policy adjustments and revisions to the SDG framework itself. Regular assessments ensure the goals remain
relevant and address evolving needs (Sachs, 2012). Highlighting progress towards the SDGs can be a powerful tool for
motivating continued action and inspiring change from governments, businesses, and civil society. Positive results can

garner public support and encourage further investment in sustainable solutions (UN DESA, 2023).

A Look Back: Evaluating the Impact of the SDGs

SDGs with Significant Progress

While the overall progress towards the SDGs remains uneven, several goals have shown remarkable advancements in

recent years.
1. Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere

The global poverty rate has been cut significantly, falling from 36% in 1990 to 8.4% in 2015 (World Bank, 2020). This
translates to lifting over 1.3 billion people out of extreme poverty. More people have access to electricity, clean water, and

sanitation compared to 2015 (World Bank, 2022).
2. Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

The global primary school enroliment rate reached 91% in 2020, with significant progress in girls' education (UNESCO,

2020). Adult literacy rates have risen globally, particularly among women (UNESCO, 2020).

The UN SDGs recognize the importance of collaboration between governments, businesses, NGOs, and civil society to

achieve these ambitious goals. A couple of examples of successful partnerships and initiatives driving progress include:

Gavi is a public-private global health partnership bringing together governments, pharmaceutical companies, civil society
organizations, philanthropies, and the World Health Organization (WHO). Gavi has significantly increased access to
childhood vaccinations in developing countries, helping to avert millions of deaths from preventable diseases (Gavi, the

Vaccine Alliance, 2023). The SUN Movement is a global, multi-stakeholder movement working to combat undernutrition in
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all its forms. By supporting country-led strategies that improve nutrition across sectors (agriculture, health, education),

SUN has contributed to reductions in child stunting and improved dietary diversity (SUN Movement, 2021).

SDGs with Limited Progress
While some SDGs have seen significant strides, others face considerable challenges with limited progress:
1. Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

Despite some advancements, women still face significant disadvantages in areas like education, employment, and
political participation [UN Women, 2023]. The global gender pay gap remains stubbornly high, with women earning an

average of 16% less than men [ILO, 2022].
2. Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

Despite commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, global temperatures continue to rise, putting ecosystems and
societies at risk [IPCC, 2022]. The transition towards clean energy sources is happening too slowly to meet the goals set

out in the Paris Agreement [IEA, 2023].

Several factors contribute to limited progress on achieving the SDGs. The estimated annual funding gap to achieve the
SDGs in developing countries is currently around $4 trillion (UN DESA, 2023). This gap is exacerbated by declining aid
flows. Official Development Assistance (ODA) from developed nations has stagnated or even declined in recent years
(OECD, 2022). There are competing priorities. Global crises like the pandemic and geopolitical conflicts divert resources
away from long-term development goals. Resource Inefficiencies have occurred. Even with available resources,
inefficiencies can hinder progress. These include inefficient public spending. Corruption, mismanagement, and a lack of
transparency in public budgets can prevent resources from reaching their intended targets (World Bank, 2021). There is
the unmobilized private sector investment. The private sector holds significant resources, but insufficient incentives and

risk mitigation strategies limit its engagement in sustainable development projects (UNCTAD, 2022).

Political instability and conflict are significant barriers to achieving the SDGs. Political instability and conflict often lead to
weak or failing institutions, hindering the ability to develop and implement long-term development plans aligned with the
SDGs (World Bank, 2023). Governments in conflict often prioritize security and immediate survival over long-term
sustainable development goals. Conflicts divert resources away from crucial areas like healthcare, education, and
infrastructure development, essential for achieving many SDGs (UNDP, 2023). Conflict can lead to the destruction of vital
infrastructure and economic resources, setting back progress for years. Conflicts often displace populations, creating
humanitarian crises and straining resources in host countries. Fragile and post-conflict states struggle to meet the basic
needs of their citizens, hindering progress on broader development goals (UNHCR, 2023). Conflict can create
opportunities for exploitation of resources and people. This undermines sustainable development and can lead to

environmental degradation and human rights abuses (UN Environment Programme, 2022).

Public awareness and social acceptance are crucial for achieving the SDGs. Certain cultural norms and traditions may
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contradict aspects of the SDGs, such as those promoting gender equality or environmental protection. Overcoming
resistance requires sensitive and culturally appropriate approaches (UNESCO, 2018). The spread of misinformation and
disinformation can create confusion and distrust around the SDGs, hindering public support for related policies and
initiatives (UN DESA, 2023). Lack of awareness and understanding of the SDGs among the public limits their ability to

hold governments and businesses accountable for progress (World Bank, 2021).

To addressing these challenges will require investing in education campaigns that effectively communicate the goals and
their benefits to diverse communities is essential (UNESCO, 2018). Encouraging active participation from communities in
developing and implementing SDG-related strategies fosters ownership and support (World Bank, 2021). Supporting

initiatives that promote media literacy and fact-checking can help counter the spread of misinformation hindering progress

(UN DESA, 2023).

Current State of Affairs for the SDGs: A Snapshot

This is a brief overview of the current state of affairs for each SDG, incorporating progress made and remaining
challenges. Data and reports from the UN Sustainable Development Goals Report 2023 (UN DESA, 2023) are used as

the primary source.

1. No Poverty: While extreme poverty rates have been cut significantly, progress has stalled in recent years, and new
challenges like COVID-19 threaten to push more people into poverty (UN DESA, 2023).

2. Zero Hunger: Hunger remains a significant issue, with millions facing food insecurity. Climate change and conflict
further threaten food production systems (UN DESA, 2023).

3. Good Health and Well-being: Improvements have been made in child mortality and access to healthcare. However,
pandemics, rising non-communicable diseases, and unequal access to healthcare remain challenges (UN DESA,
2023).

4. Quality Education: Enroliment rates have increased globally, but learning outcomes and quality education remain
uneven across regions (UN DESA, 2023).

5. Gender Equality: Despite progress in girls' education and political participation, significant gender gaps persist in
areas like employment, pay equity, and violence against women (UN DESA, 2023).

6. Clean Water and Sanitation: Access to clean water and sanitation has improved globally, but millions still lack these
basic necessities. Water scarcity and pollution remain challenges (UN DESA, 2023).

7. Affordable and Clean Energy: Investments in renewable energy are increasing, but the pace of transition is
insufficient to meet climate goals. Energy access remains a challenge in developing countries (UN DESA, 2023).

8. Decent Work and Economic Growth:Global unemployment remains high, and informality in the workforce is
widespread. Decent work with fair wages and social protection is a challenge for many (UN DESA, 2023).

9. Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure: Significant progress has been made in infrastructure development, but
ensuring sustainable and inclusive infrastructure remains a challenge (UN DESA, 2023).

10. Reduced Inequalities: Income inequality is rising within and between countries. Addressing this growing gap requires
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tackling issues like tax evasion and promoting progressive social policies (UN DESA, 2023).

11. Sustainable Cities and Communities: Urbanization continues rapidly, but challenges include managing waste,
providing affordable housing, and ensuring inclusive and safe cities. (UN DESA, 2023).

12. Responsible Consumption and Production: Consumption patterns remain unsustainable, with overexploitation of
resources and generation of excessive waste. Transitioning towards a circular economy is needed (UN DESA, 2023).

13. Climate Action: Urgent action is needed to mitigate climate change and adapt to its impacts. Global greenhouse gas
emissions continue to rise, and investments in climate solutions are insufficient (UN DESA, 2023).

14. Life Below Water: Marine ecosystems face multiple threats, including pollution, overfishing, and climate change.
Urgent action is needed to protect and conserve our oceans (UN DESA, 2023).

15. Life on Land: Biodiversity loss and habitat degradation are accelerating. Protecting ecosystems and promoting
sustainable land management are crucial (UN DESA, 2023).

16. Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions: Conflicts, violence, and weak institutions continue to hinder development.
Strengthening peaceful societies and promoting human rights is essential (UN DESA, 2023).

17. Partnerships for the Goals: International cooperation and partnerships are crucial for achieving the SDGs. However,

mobilizing resources and fostering global collaboration remain challenges. (UN DESA, 2023).

Are We on Track for the SDGs by 20307

The short answer is no, the world is not currently on track to achieve all 17 SDGs by 2030 The 2023 Sustainable
Development Goals Report by UN DESA paints a sobering picture, highlighting significant challenges and setbacks (UN
DESA, 2023). A breakdown of the current situation indicates that while some goals have withessed advancements (e.g.,
poverty reduction, access to education), others face significant hurdles (e.g., gender equality, climate change). Global
crises like the pandemic, rising inequalities, and geopolitical conflicts further impede progress. A significant funding gap
exists, particularly in developing countries, hindering implementation of SDG-related programs. The UN Secretary-
General's 2023 SDG Progress Report warns of a possible "derailment” of the SDGs agenda unless course correction and
increased efforts occur (UN DESA, 2023). The World Bank estimates that achieving the SDGs in developing countries
requires an additional $4 trillion annually (World Bank, 2023).

However, there's still hope. Increased global commitment, innovative solutions, and a focus on accelerating progress can
still get us back on track. The report emphasizes the need for: Enhanced international cooperation and resource
mobilization; Strengthening national development strategies aligned with the SDGs; Fostering innovation and
technological advancements for sustainable solutions; Engaging stakeholders (governments, businesses, civil society) in

collaborative action.

Potential Solutions and Increased Efforts for Achieving the SDGs

The feasibility of achieving all SDGs by 2030 hinges on our ability to address existing challenges with innovative solutions
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and increased efforts. In the area of financing the SDGs, we must explore innovative financing mechanisms beyond
traditional aid, such as: Attract private sector investment by demonstrating the social and environmental benefits alongside
financial returns; Convert developing countries' debt into investments in sustainable development projects; Implement
carbon pricing mechanisms to incentivize clean energy and discourage emissions; Developed nations need to fulfill their

existing ODA commitments and explore innovative financing models.

In tackling inequality, we should: Implement progressive taxation systems that redistribute wealth and invest in social
safety nets. Promote equal opportunities in education, healthcare, and employment. Governments need to prioritize

policies that address the root causes of inequality, such as discriminatory practices and lack of access to resources.

To Combating Climate Change; Accelerate the transition to renewable energy sources and invest in energy efficiency.
Develop climate-resilient infrastructure and disaster preparedness strategies. Governments and businesses need to set
more ambitious emissions reduction targets and invest heavily in clean technologies. Public awareness campaigns can

encourage individual action towards a lower carbon footprint.

Building peace and resilience will support peacebuilding initiatives and conflict prevention strategies. Strengthen
governance and institutions in fragile states to foster sustainable development. International cooperation is crucial for
conflict resolution and post-conflict reconstruction. Investing in early warning systems and addressing the root causes of

conflict can prevent violence.

Leveraging on innovation and technology by investing in research and development (R&D) for clean technologies,
sustainable agriculture, and healthcare innovations will increase the desired progress. Promote partnerships between
public and private sectors to leverage technology for good. Direct research funding towards solutions for specific
challenges related to the SDGs. Encourage knowledge sharing and technology transfer between developed and
developing countries. Invest in education campaigns that effectively communicate the SDGs and their benefits. Engage
diverse communities in developing and implementing SDG-related strategies. Utilize social media and other
communication channels to raise awareness about the SDGs. Support educational programs that promote sustainability

and responsible citizenship.
Feasibility with Increased Efforts:

While achieving all SDGs in their entirety by 2030 might be challenging, significant progress remains feasible with the
solutions and increased efforts outlined above. Collective action, innovative thinking, and a shift in priorities can make a

world of difference.
Potential Scenarios for the SDGs Beyond 2030: A Glimpse into the Future

The year 2030 marks the deadline for achieving the SDGs. However, the journey towards a more sustainable future

doesn't end there. Let us examine some potential scenarios for the SDGs beyond 2030:
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Scenario 1: A Sustainable Future (The Ideal Outcome)

This scenario depicts a world where significant progress has been made on the SDGs. Renewable energy dominates
energy production, poverty is significantly reduced, and access to quality education and healthcare is widespread.
Innovation has driven solutions for climate change mitigation and adaptation, and global cooperation fosters a more

peaceful and equitable world.

Key Drivers are increased global commitment, strong political will, successful implementation of innovative solutions and
continued technological advancements. The challenges include overcoming the remaining hurdles like resource gaps,
ingrained inequalities, and potential environmental tipping points. This has a political impact where there will be a more

prosperous, healthy, and sustainable future for all, with a thriving global economy and a healthier planet.

Scenario 2: A Fragmented World (Stagnation or Backsliding)

This scenario portrays a world where progress on the SDGs stagnates or even regresses. Geopolitical tensions escalate,
hindering international cooperation. Climate change impacts worsen, leading to resource scarcity and conflict. Inequalities

widen, further hampering development efforts.

Key drivers for this scenario are failure to address current challenges, increased nationalism and isolationism, and
insufficient resources for sustainable development. The challenges here are potential for cascading crises related to
climate change, resource scarcity, and social unrest. The political impact will be a world facing significant challenges to

human well-being and environmental sustainability.

Scenario 3: A Differentiated World (Uneven Progress)

This scenario portrays a world where progress on the SDGs varies significantly across different regions and countries.
Some nations achieve significant advancements towards sustainability, while others struggle to meet basic needs.

Technological advancements benefit some, while others are left behind.

Key Drivers here are uneven distribution of resources, differing levels of political will, and varying capacities for innovation
and technological adoption. Challenges include exacerbating existing inequalities between nations and potential for social
unrest within countries that lag behind. The potential impact is a world with pockets of success stories in sustainability, but

also with persistent challenges around poverty, inequality, and environmental degradation.

The specific scenario that unfolds depends on the choices we make today. To increase the chances of achieving a
sustainable future, the global community needs to maintain the focus and urgency around the SDGs beyond 2030.The
SDGs framework might need revision to reflect new challenges and emerging priorities. Enhanced international

cooperation, knowledge sharing, and resource mobilization are essential.

Will the SDGs be revised or expanded upon?

Qeios ID: LI9QQP - https://doi.org/10.32388/LI9SQQP 7/10



Q Qeios, CC-BY 4.0 - Article, July 12, 2024

The question of revising or expanding the SDGs is a topic of ongoing discussion. The 17 SDGs and their 169 targets were
adopted by UN member states in 2015 with a deadline of 2030 for achievement. Arguments for revision hinge on new
global challenges, like pandemics and technological advancements which might necessitate incorporating new goals or
targets. Some argue that certain goals and targets lack specificity or clear metrics for measurement, hindering progress
tracking. The SDGs might not fully address the unique challenges faced by different regions or countries, suggesting a

need for adaptation.

Arguments Against Revision focus on opening the framework for revision which could lead to mission creep and dilute
efforts towards achieving the existing goals. Many countries are still struggling to implement the current framework
effectively, and revision might divert resources. Reaching a new global consensus on revised or expanded goals could be

a lengthy and challenging process.

There is potential for a Middle Ground The framework could undergo a review process to consider adjustments to targets
or indicators without fundamentally changing the core goals. Countries and regions could develop context-specific
strategies aligned with the overall SDG framework. New global initiatives could be developed to address emerging
challenges without necessarily revising the SDGs. However, the ultimate decision on whether or not to revise or expand

the SDGs will likely involve negotiations and consensus building among UN member states.

The pursuit of sustainable development is a dynamic process, and as we navigate existing challenges, new priorities are
likely to emerge. The rapid advancement of technologies like artificial intelligence, robotics, and bioengineering presents
both opportunities and challenges. New priorities might include establishing ethical frameworks for technology
development and ensuring equitable access to its benefits. A growing recognition of the interconnectedness between
human and planetary well-being could elevate "planetary health" as a critical priority. This could involve increased focus
on biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration, and mitigating climate change beyond just its impact on human
societies. Mental health has historically received less attention in development discussions. However, its growing
recognition as a crucial factor in individual and societal well-being could lead to it becoming a more prominent SDG
priority. The increasing frequency and intensity of extreme weather events highlight the need for stronger disaster risk
reduction strategies and building resilience in communities around the world. As resource scarcity becomes a more
pressing issue, promoting a circular economy that focuses on resource efficiency, waste reduction, and product lifecycles
might become a higher priority. The complex challenges of the 21st century require effective global governance and
collaboration. Strengthening international institutions and fostering global partnerships could be a future priority for

ensuring coordinated action towards sustainability.

These are just some potential future priorities, and their specific nature will depend on evolving global circumstances.
However, it's important to be adaptable and constantly re-evaluate our goals and strategies to ensure continued progress

towards a sustainable future for all.

A Call for Global Commitment to a Sustainable Future
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The state of our planet and the well-being of humanity hang in the balance. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
offer a roadmap, a beacon of hope, a blueprint for a future where we can thrive together. Achieving them requires a global

commitment — a collective effort that transcends borders, cultures, and ideologies.

We've witnessed progress. Poverty rates have declined, access to education has expanded, and innovation is sparking
solutions for climate change and resource scarcity. Yet, the challenges remain significant. Inequality festers, the climate

crisis escalates, and conflicts disrupt development.

This is a call to action for all of us. To world leaders: Champion the SDGs on the global stage. Increase investments,
foster collaboration, and prioritize policies that support sustainable development. To businesses: Integrate sustainability
into your core practices. Invest in renewable energy, adopt responsible sourcing, and prioritize social well-being alongside
profits. To educators: Empower the next generation with the knowledge and skills to build a sustainable future. Integrate
the SDGs into your curriculum and foster critical thinking about environmental and social challenges. To individuals: Make
conscious choices in your daily lives. Reduce your waste, conserve resources, and support sustainable businesses. Use
your voice to advocate for change. Together, we can create a ripple effect. Imagine a world powered by clean energy,
where food nourishes all, and education empowers every child. Imagine a world where peace prevails and nature thrives.
This is the future we can achieve by working together. Let the SDGs be our guiding stars. Let's hold ourselves and each
other accountable. Let's harness the power of innovation and collaboration. Let's rise to the challenge and build a future

where the well-being of people and planet are intertwined.
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