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The original paperll has been corrected[2l with the original references five3l and eight!l replaced with
two new references2lll. The text of the journal's correction does not inform the reader that the two
original references were fabrications (possibly Al hallucinations) and that they do not exist in the

journals to which they are attributed, nor can they be found via Google.
There are two concerning aspects to this.

First, the authors apparently did not check whether their original references were accurate or genuine. It
follows that nothing else in the paper should be considered reliable. In fact, the replacement references do

not support the original assertions they are meant to support.

Second, the journal has not been transparent with its readers and has issued a correction that avoids the
most salient aspect of the error, as if it were addressing a trivial administrative mistake. The use of fake
references is much more serious than that. The obvious course would be to deem the paper unreliable and

to retract it.

Until journals take a robust stance on fake or hallucinatory references, we should expect to see more of
them. For authors, it should be uncontroversial that submitting papers with fake references is a form of

scientific misconduct.
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