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Acitretin

National Cancer Institute

Source

National Cancer Institute. Acitretin. NCI Thesaurus. Code C985.

An orally-active metabolite of the synthetic aromatic retinoic acid agent etretinate with
potential antineoplastic, chemopreventive, anti-psoratic, and embryotoxic properties.
Acitretin activates nuclear retinoic acid receptors (RAR), resulting in induction of cell
differentiation, inhibition of cell proliferation, and inhibition of tissue infiltration by

inflammatory cells. This agent may also inhibit tumor angiogenesis. (NCI04)
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