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Claus Model

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Claus Model NCI Thesaurus. Code C45991.

The Claus model predicts the probability of a woman's risk for developing breast cancer
based on her family history. It focuses solely on family history to estimate the probability
that a woman will develop breast cancer. Using this model requires providing information
about first-degree and second-degree relatives who have had breast cancer. It factors in
the ages at which these relatives were diagnosed. It can also include breast cancer
history on the father's side of the family as well. It's main advantage is its expanded
inclusion of family history information. It is limited in that it can be used only with women
who have at least one first- or second-degree relative with breast cancer. Also, it does
not take into account other risk factors such as the presence of atypical hyperplasia, age

of first menstrual period, or age of first live birth.
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