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Carbidopa Anhydrous

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Carbidopa Anhydrous. NCI Thesaurus. Code C61803.

The anhydrous, levorotatory isomer of a synthetic hydrazine derivative of the
neurotransmitter dopamine. Carbidopa, a peripheral dopa decarboxylase inhibitor, is used
as an adjunct with levodopa to prevent levodopa degradation to dopamine in
extracerebral tissue, thereby decreasing the peripheral side effects of levodopa.
Carbidopa does not penetrate the blood brain barrier; therefore, it does not interfere with
the central nervous system (CNS) metabolism of levodopa to the active
neurotransmitter dopamine which, in high concentrations in the brain, has anti-

parkinsonian effects.
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