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Sweat

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Sweat. NCI T hesaurus. Code C13280.

T he liquid secreted by the sweat glands, having a salty taste and a pH that varies from

4.5 to 7.5. Sweat produced by the eccrine sweat glands is clear with a faint characteristic

odor, and contains water, sodium chloride, and traces of albumin, urea, and other

compounds. Its composition varies with many factors, e.g., fluid intake, external

temperature and humidity, and some hormonal activity. Sweat produced by the larger,

deeper, apocrine sweat glands of the axillae contains, in addition, organic material which

on bacterial decomposition produces an offensive odor.
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