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Chromatin Structure

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Chromatin Structure. NCI T hesaurus. Code C13402.

T he more readily stainable portion of the cell nucleus, forming a network of nuclear fibrils

within the achromatin of a cell. It is a deoxyribonucleic acid attached to a protein

(primarily histone) structure base and is the carrier of genes in inheritance. It occurs in

two states, euchromatin and heterochromatin, with different staining properties, and

during cell division, it coils and folds to form the chromosomes.
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