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National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. PCNU. NCI T hesaurus. Code C1186.

A chloroethylnitrosourea compound and an alkylating agent with antineoplastic property.

PCNU inhibits DNA synthesis by alkylating DNA and causing DNA cross links, thereby

inducing apoptosis. In addition, this agent may be associated with pulmonary, hepatic,

and hematologic toxicities. Unlike other nitrosoureas, PCNU has strong alkylating while

weak carbamoylating activity.
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