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Methsuximide

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Methsuximide. NCI T hesaurus. Code C47613.

A succinimide with anticonvulsant properties. Although the exact mechanism of action of

methsuximide is unclear, it is thought to increase the seizure threshold and suppress the

paroxysmal three-cycle-per-second spike-and-wave pattern seen with absence (petit

mal) seizures. T he frequency of attacks is reduced by depression of nerve transmission in

the motor cortex and elevation of the threshold of the CNS to convulsive stimuli,

probably due to direct modification of membrane function in excitable cells and/or

alteration of chemically mediated neurotransmission.
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