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Potassium Citrate

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Potassium Citrate. NCI T hesaurus. Code C29372.

T he potassium salt form of citrate with alkalinizing property. Following absorption,

potassium citrate causes increased plasma bicarbonate concentration, thereby raising

blood and urinary pH. A simultaneous decrease in calcium ion activity occurs as a result

of increasing calcium complex formation with dissociated anions. Levels of urinary citrate

are increased due to modification of the renal handling of citrate. By promoting excretion

of free bicarbonate ion and by increasing urinary pH in addition to an increased ionization

of uric acid to more soluble urate ions, this agent exerts the alkalizing and anti-urolithic

effect.
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