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The topic is definitely interesting, and the paper is well written. Here are two minor comments.

1. Was the response variable treated as ordinal? Could you provide an example of how the responses were linearly

transformed to the unit interval [0, 1]? Adding some details here would be helpful for the readers.

2. In real data analyses, the variances in the correlation metrics are all estimated to be 1. Are these actual estimated

values? Please clarify.
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