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General Comments:

The manuscript "Clergy Vestment: An Analysis Of The Ecclesiological And Theological Journey Of African Pentecostal-

Charismatic Churches In South Africa," by Modisa Mzondi, provides a comprehensive historical and contextual analysis of

the adoption and evolution of clergy vestments within the African Pentecostal-Charismatic context, particularly in South

Africa. The topic is timely and contributes to a deeper understanding of religious and cultural dynamics within the

Pentecostal-Charismatic movement in Africa. However, several areas could be improved to enhance the manuscript's

academic rigor and clarity.

Major Comments:

Contextualization and Scope: While the article provides an extensive historical account, there is a need for greater

clarity in defining the scope at the beginning. Specifically, delineating the period, geographical context, and specific

denominations under study would help focus the narrative and analysis. Moreover, situating the South African context

within the broader African and global Pentecostal-Charismatic movements would offer a more comprehensive perspective.

Theoretical Framework: The manuscript could be strengthened by clearly articulating a theoretical framework that guides

the analysis. This might include theories related to religious identity, post-colonial studies, or ecclesiastical studies. A well-

defined framework would also assist in analyzing how and why clergy vestments have been adopted and adapted in

different contexts.

Methodological Detail: The desktop research method is mentioned but not elaborated upon. Providing a more detailed

explanation of the research design, sources consulted, and the criteria for source selection would enhance the credibility

and replicability of the study. Additionally, discussing any limitations of the desktop research approach would contribute to

a more balanced and critical analysis.

Analysis and Discussion: The analysis is rich in historical detail but could benefit from a deeper examination of the

ecclesiological and theological implications of clergy vestment adoption among African Pentecostal-Charismatic Churches.

Specifically, exploring how this trend intersects with issues of power, authority, identity, and cultural adaptation would

provide valuable insights. Moreover, the discussion could be expanded to reflect on how these changes impact
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congregation members' perceptions and experiences.

Comparative Perspective: The manuscript focuses on the South African context, which is valuable. However,

incorporating a comparative perspective with other African countries or global Pentecostal movements could provide

additional depth and contextual understanding. This would allow for a more nuanced analysis of the unique and common

factors influencing clergy vestment practices.

Minor Comments:

References and Sources: While the manuscript includes a wide range of sources, ensuring that all references are

current and relevant would strengthen the academic rigor. Additionally, providing a critical evaluation of the sources,

especially non-academic ones like Facebook posts, would enhance the credibility of the information presented.

Language and Style: The manuscript would benefit from careful proofreading and editing for grammar, punctuation, and

clarity. Ensuring consistency in terminology and writing style would improve readability and professionalism.

Structure and Organization: The manuscript could be restructured for better flow and coherence. Grouping related ideas

and findings into clear, distinct sections would help the reader follow the argument more easily. Subheadings and

transitions between sections could also be improved for better narrative flow.
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