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Tolvaptan

National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. T olvaptan. NCI T hesaurus. Code C77082.

An orally bioavailable, selective, arginine vasopressin receptor 2 (V2, AVPR2) antagonist

that can be used to treat hyponatremia. Upon oral administration, tolvaptan selectively

and competitively binds to and blocks the V2 receptor located in the walls of the

vasculature and luminal membranes of renal collecting ducts, thereby preventing the

binding of vasopressin to the V2 receptor. T his prevents water absorption in the kidneys

and increases the excretion of electrolyte-free water via the kidneys. T his reduces

intravascular volume and increases serum sodium concentrations and osmolality.
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