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National Cancer Institute

Source
National Cancer Institute. Ear. NCI Thesaurus. Code C12394.

A sense organ needed for the detection of sound and for establishing balance. The outer
ear consists of the auricle, the ear canal as well as the tympanic membrane. T he middle
ear is made up of an air-filled cavity behind the tympanic membrane that contains the
ossicles (malleus, incus and stapes). T he inner ear is made up of the cochlea needed for

hearing and the vestibular apparatus required for balance.
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