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National Cancer Institute. MS3. NCI T hesaurus. Code C161799.

T hree mass spectrometers coupled in series. T he targeted compound is selectively

ionized, and its characteristic ions are separated from others in the mixture in the first

mass spectrometer. T he selected primary ions are then decomposed by collision in the

second stage of mass spectrometry. T he second stage products are fragmented again

and the resulting products are run through the final mass analyzer.
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